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ENCLOSURES : TO THE BUREAU (a) 


(1) An article appearing in the "Richmond Times-Dispatch, (RTD) 
Richmond, Virginia, dated 1/30/65, captioned "Court 
Rulings Held Favoring Criminals" 

An article appearing in the RTD dated 2/10/63, 
captioned, "A Lawyer Rebukes the Court" 

An article appearing in the "Richmond News Leader" 

(RNL) dated 10/4/6 9, captioned "Anti-Militarism Called 
Threat" 

(2) , An article appearing in the RTD dated 11/12/68. 

captioned "Powell Would Oust Campus Extremists" 

An article appearing in the RTD dated 4/17/66, 
captioned "Civil Disobedience Doctrine Assailed 
at Washington and Lee Session" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 2/13/65, 
captioned "Pre-Trial Publicity is Viewed as Threat" 

(3) An article appearing in the RTD dated 10/6/67, 
captioned, "Powell Says Racial Good Will Can Curb 
Riots" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 11/11/68 
captioned "Student Freedom Question Posed" 

An article appearing in the RTD dated 11/18/70, 
captioned "U. S. Faces Internal Destruction 
Powell Tells Longwood" 

(4) An article appearing in the RNL dated 8/12/64, 
captioned "Powell Heading to 'Stormy Seas' " 
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(5) An article appearing in the RTD dated 2/14/65 
captioned, "Powell Asks More Control by Courts, 

Bar on News" 

* 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 5/3/66 
captioned, "Powell Says Law and Order Suffer" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 8/9/65, 
captioned, "Legal Burden Relief Asked by Bar Leader 

(6) An article appearing in the RTD dated 10/6/65, 
captioned, "Court Decisions Seen Bolstering Rights 
of Accused" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 3/29/65, 
captioned, "Presidential Succession Action Urged" 

An article appearing in the RTD dated 1/12/65,. 
captioned, "Lawyers Press Told to 'Balance* Trial 
Publicity 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 10/6/67, 
captioned, "Powell Urges Action to Stop Defiance 
of Law" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 6/26/65, 
captioned, "Rights of Accused Persons" 

(7) An article appearing in the RTD dated 5/21/68, 
captioned, "Crackdown Is Urged on Campus Anarchy" 

(8) An article appearing in the RNL dated 8/2/65, 
captioned, "Lawyer Agrees to New Burden 

(9) An article appearing in the RNL dated 2/25/66, 
captioned, "Powell Voices Concern on 'New Left ' 
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An article appearing in the RTD dated 8/16/64, 
captioned, "New Bar Association" 

(10) An article appearing in the RTD dated 10/8/67, 

captiohed, "Civil Disobedience: Prelude to 

Revolution" 

(11) An article appearing in the RTD dated 5/9/71, 
captioned, "A Second-Rate Power?" 

(12) An article appearing in the RNL dated 12/9/64, 
captioned, "Powell Says Apathy to Crime Apparent 

An article appearing in the RTD dated 11/13/58, 
captioned, "Soviet Threat is Stressed by Powell 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 10/7/60 
captioned, "Teaching Essentials Are Cited 

An article appearing in the RTD dated 4/20/61, 
captioned, "Overthrow of Castro is Urged 

(13) An article appearing in the RTD dated 10/14/60, 
captioned, H Powell Hopes for Patriotism, Higner 
Standards in School" 

An article appearing in the RTD dated 8/24/58, 
captioned, "Soviets See Schools as Way to Lead 
World, Powell Says" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 1/3/61, 
captioned, "State Education Post Goes to 
Richmonder" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 9/21/60, 
captioned, "Powell Urges More Textbooks on Communism • 
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(14) 

(15) 

(16) 

(17) 

(18) 

(19) 

( 20 ) 


An article appearing in the RNL dated 2/6/62, 
captioned, "Communism Handbook Out" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 8/19/58, 
captioned, "Soviet Legal System *Lacks Substance' 

An article appearing in the RTD dated 10/22/71, 
captioned, "Powell Is Said to Have Balanced View 
of Law" 

An article appearing in the RTD dated 10/22/71, 
captioned, "A Brilliant Nomination" 

An article appearing in the RTD dated 10/22/71, 
captioned, "Powell Felt humbleness ' " 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 10/22/71, 
captioned, "Mr. Justice Powell" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 10/22/71, 
captioned, "Text of Nixon Speech Nominating Court 
Members" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 10/22/71, 
captioned, "It Always Has Been Hectic" 

An article appearing in the RNL dated 10/22/71, 
captioned, "Powell Choice Pleases State" 
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( 21 ) 

( 22 ) 

(23) 

(24) 

(25) 

(26) 

(27) 

(28) 

(29) 

(30) 

(31) 

(32) 

(33) 


An article appearing in the RNL dated 10/22/71 
captioned "Powell 4 s Views Given In Various 
Speeches" 

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71, 
captioned "Powell, Supreme Court Nominee, 

Shuns All Labels But ’Lawyer*" 

An article appearing in the RTD, 10/26/71, 
captioned "Anti-Powell Effort Rapped 

An article appearing in the RTD, 10/23/71, 
captioned "Powell: One of 100" 

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71, 
captioned "Mosque Crowd Cheers Choice 

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71, 
captioned "Nixon Labels Court Choice as 
'Fantastic'" 

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71, 
captioned "Bar Group Seen Treated to a Trick 

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71, 
captioned "Corporate Ties Listed for Powell - 

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71, 
captioned "Virginia r s Contributions to High 
Court Number 6” 



An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71. 
captioned "Council to Ask Okay for Powell 

An article appearing in the RTD, 10/24/71, 
captioned "Byrd Sees No Problems for Nominees 

An article appearing in the RTD. 10/24/71, 
captioned "Greene Scores Powell s Firm, 
Affiliation With City Clubs" 
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(34) An article appearing in the RNL, 10/23/71, 
captioned "Powell Reluctance Not Due to 
'Battle'" 

(35) An article appearing in the RNL, 10/25/71, 
captioned "Powell Denies Discrimination" 
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(36) Pamphlet entitled "Alienation of the Campus 
From National Defense"., by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. , 
an address before the Old Dominion Chapter, 

Public Relations Society of America, 10/3/69 

(37) Pamphlet entitled "Anarchy on the Campus", an 
address by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. , delivered at the 
62nd Annual Convention, Virginia Retail Merchants 
Association, Harrisonburg, Va. , 5/20/68 

(38) Pamphlet entitled "Citizenship Education as to 
Law, Disorder, Extremism, and Civil Disobedience", 
dated 7/68 

(39) Pamphlet entitled "A Lawyer Looks at Civil 
Disobedience" by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. 

(40) Pamphlet entitled "Supplemental Statement on 
Constitutional Limitations", dated 2/67 

(41) Pamphlet entitled "Supplemental Statement to 
Report of Blue Ribbon Defense Panel" submitted 
to the President and the Secretary of Defense 
on The Shifting Balance of Military Power 

(42) Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., on 9/5/67 
entitled "Strategic Balance of Power" 

(43) Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., on 2/10/67, 
entitled "Inadequate Discipline - A Failure of 
Professional Responsibility" 

(44) Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 11/17/70, 
entitled "The Ideological Assault on America" 

(45) Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 5/12/71, 
entitled "End of an Era and New Horizons" 

(46) Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 4/15/71, 
entitled "Organized Crime and Electronic 
Surveillance - in Virginia?" 
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(47) 

(47) 

(48) 

(49) 

(50) 

(51) 


Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 11/11/68, 
entitled "A Strategy for Campus Peace” 

Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 12/5/68, 
entitled "A Lawyer Looks at Director’s Responsi- 
bilities" 


Question and answer interview, flHVReview, 
of LEWIS' F. POWELL, JR., 4/16/3^^^ 



Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 2/7/69, 
entitled "Reflections on the State of Public 
Education" 


Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. , 7/15/70. 
entitled "The Attack on American Institutions" 

Article appearing in "U.S. News & World Report" 
by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., entitled "Civil 
Disobedience: Prelude to Revolution?" 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 





>70 


Attorn ey, 

:th in this report , "iihe "Bureau 
uas the subject of the case cani^^ned, 
aka , 00 : RICHMOND" Richmondj^^J^ 

f<? * /f-\ h / V 

Richmond's knowledge of and dealings withflQHV 
have shown that he is a "publicity seeker" and an ina^ujueu. 
who frequently makes statements to the press which have no 
basis in fact. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 

Dote: 

Field Office File ft 
Title: 



smfh 


ome* Richmond, Virginia 


)ctober 
77-11979 

LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL* JR. 


Bureau File #: 


Character: 


DEPARTMENTAL APPLICANT - 
JUSTICE 




ynops Re cords of BVS^Richmond, Va., reflect that LEWIS FRANKLIN 
POWELL, JR. was born on 9/19/07 at Suffolk, Va. He attended 
college at Washington and Lee University, receiving BS Degree 
on 6/14/29 and LL.B Degree on 6/9/31. Former Dean of Law 
School highly recommends. Employment at University of Richmond 
verified and satisfactory. Employment at David Lea Industries 
in 1927 verified. Employment in law firm of Christian, Barton, 
Parker, Epps and Brent at Richmond from 7/32 until 12/34 
verified and very satisfactory. Employed in his present firm 
from 1/1/35 to date and is senior partner. Mr. POWELL is a 
member of the Va. State Bar in good standing and no actions 
by the Grievance Committee. Associates highly recommend in 
all respects as to character, honesty, reputation, Judicial 
temperament and ability. Numerous attorneys contacted highly 
recommend as extremely ethical, able and efficient attorney 
and well qualified to be Supreme Court Justice. Federal, 
state and local Judges contacted and all recommend without 
reservation. Civil rights leaders favorable. Affiliations 
with various businesses and corporations and membership in 
civic organizations verified. Honorary awards and degrees 
received by Mr. POWELL set forth. Residences of relatives 
verified. Credit rating, Richmond, excellent. Arrest 
records, Richmond Police Department, negative. Present and 
former Va. Governors recommend. Tax records shovi no delin- 
quent taxes and land records disclosed no restrictive covenants 
on property owned by Mr. POWELL, 

- RUC - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
nre not to be distributed outside your agency. 


It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-840 
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DETAILS : 

On October 26, 1971, 
of Vital Sta tistics. Ric 


Bu 
SA 
re 
1907, 


i reau of Vital Sta ti 
iflecHSWCTwmL] 



Clerk, 

advised 


at 


, T _ tond, Virginc , 

that Bureau of Vital Statistics records 
LIN POWELL, JR. was bom September 19, 
Suffolk, Virginia. 


Mrs .■■■further advised that birth records 
for the State o^F^ginia were not kept from 1896 until 
June 14, 1912, and that as a result, POWELL personally 
submitted his birth certificate to the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics on March 14, 1947. This certificate is marked, 
"Delay - 56 #488". This record reflects POWELL's father 

as LOUIS F. POWELL and his mother as MARY LEWIS GWATHMEY 
POWELL. 
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Accountant, residinga 
..xcnmona, Virginia, on October 24, 19 , 

rly attended The McGuire School with 

LEWIS F. POWELL, JR, He said this school was a private high 
school which went out of business about 1945* He recalled 
LEWIS POWELL as being an outstanding leader in school who had been 
at the top of his class. He said he has continued his friend- 
ship with POWELL since the 1930s and feels he knows of no one 
more qualified for the position of Justice on the U. S. Supreme 
Court. He said Mr. POWELL is an outstanding person as to 
character, reputation and loyalty and that he is extremely glad 
to recommend him for this high position. 
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follow ing investigation was conducted by 
at Richmond, Virginia: 


ii’rji 


Richmond, Virginia, in June 
advised on October 25, 1971, that he came to the 
University of Richmond in the Fall 'of 1938 from Princeton 

" * * • — ■ — ' T — - T . He stated that he was 

n 1938 and that LEWIS 

NKLIN POWELL, JR. t&ught Government and Business in his 
department for two years. He stated that since that time 
he has been associated with Mr. POWELL, both professionally 
and socially, and he stated that Mr. POWELL is an individual 
who is highly honored, honest, above board in all his dealings 
with his fellow man, and whose ethics are of the highest 
standards. He stated that he could not speak too highly of 
Mr. POWELL as to his character, reputation and loyalty and 
he feels Mr. POWELL is one of the outstanding citizens of 
the United States, and recommends him for the position. 
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jjing investigation was conducted by 
"*■ t Richmond, Virginia: 


of Richmond, 

Richmond, Virginia, advi se^ 25 , 1971, that his 
records reflect that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. was an instructor 
of government and business in the evening school of Business 
Administration from the Fall term of 1938 through the Spring 
term of 1940. 

onallv known Mr. 

t he 



fiond 

Vy school Board, Kicnmona, Virginia, for a number of years 
during the same period of time and in all his dealings with 
Mr. POWELL, he has found him to be an outstanding citizen; one 
whose ethics are above reproach and an outstanding citizen 
of the United States. He stated that he has known him both 
professionally and socially, and he tao^s of no one he would 
recommend more highly than Mr. POWELL ^gt^a member of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 
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he following investigation was conducted by S 
'at Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971: 




F.vnmrh T.ppf Tobacco 
Company, TOT 1 ^es^Ee^E^Eree?^^KRmon3^^SKri.sed that his company 
is 100% owned by the British American Tobacco Company. He stated 
there are no employment records available for those employed by 
the British American Tobacco Company back in the 1920's. 


He stated that the British American Tobacco Company Ware 
house was located at 1601 West Leigh Street, in the early 1920's. 


He stated he was not personally acquainted with Mr. LEWIS 
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. 
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he following investigation was conducted by S 
at Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971: 

;wc Christian, 

Parker, Building, 9th and 

Main Streets, advised that her office records show that LEWIS 
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., came to work for this firm around July, * 

1932 and was employed as an associate lawyer until December, 1934. 

Missflfl^HB stated that she was|M^HMforMr. POWELL 
is- during his sta^tneW and recalls that he firm 

JCfca immediately following his tenure at Harvard University, where 
JplC he obtained his Master's Degree. She stated that Mr. POWELL 

is of the highest calibre, and she would recommend him for any 
position he was seeking. 
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e following investigation was conducted by 
t Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971: 

Bureau of Business Management 

Jd 7C Departmen^o^Pubn^WorKs^^^^^Governor Street, stated there 
- are no records available for any employee with the Department 
of Public Works for the City of Richmond before the year 1950. 

Mr. fl^H|stated he was not personally acquainted 
with Mr. LEWISFRANKLIN POWELL, JR. and in his inquiries of 
employees presently with the Department of Public Works, who 
may have have been employed in the late 1920’s or early 1930’s 
failed to develop anyone who was personally acquainted with 
Mr. POWELL or knew of his employment with that department. 

He felt that Mr. POWELL may have been employed with 
one of the many survey crews which were operating with summer 
part-time help. 
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t LEWIS FR 
the Virgin 
evances ha 

M 

3 and t 1 
ond rep 
POWELL 
thiness 


lor^nV* 


er. Virginia Bo 


Bar Examiners 


nown 




since 




He advised that his records reveal that Mr. POWELL was 
certified to practice before the Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals 
on November 26, 1932. 

He stated that Mr. POWELL is an individual of impeccable 
character, has an unblemished reputation wherever he is known, 
and that Mr. POWELL's honesty and loyalty to the United States 
are unquestioned. He advised that, in his opinion, Mr. POWELL 
is one of this Country' s outstanding men, and he knows of 
absolutely nothing derogatory whatsoever concerning Mr. POWELL. 
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L r Mr .BB^Bf ur ther advised that Mr. POWELL has the finest 

legal mind o^emy individual he has ever known, and he believes 
that Mr. POWELL is eminently qualified for a Federal judicial 
position, and he highly recommends Mr. POWELL for such a position 
without any reservation. 
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1971, that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. has been an active member 
of the Virginia State Bar Association since 1932. He attended 
the Seventh Midwinter Meeting of the Association at Williamsburg, 
Virginia, January 23-24, 1970, and has been very active m the 
Association from time to time. 

flHj was unable to determine from records or recall 
various committees and subcommittees on which POWELL may have 
served. 




Jstated that he has known POWELL since I960, 
both personally and professionally, and considers him to be 
a person of excellent character and reputation, hignly regard- 



ed in Virginia in tl 
the United States. _ 
ledge regarding POWE 




ield of law and unquestionably loyal to 
advised that he has no personal know- 
and on civil rights but POWELL has 
always displayed a thoughtful approach to every problem jmd he 
knows no one who is 1 e s g^p r e i ud jrcs~~‘ in any matter then LEWIS 
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. He stated! that POWELL has always displayed 
the epitome of judicial tanperampt one of the fairest, 

most equitable persons he knows. HH stated he^ feels that 
there could have been no better cnoic^^ror nomination to the 
United States Supreme Court than POWELL and he would recommend 
him highly without any reservation whatsoever. 
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The following inve^^^^^^^vj^^conducted at 
Richmond, Virginia, by 

lichmond ,{ 

^Richmond Bar Association, acrviseaTm October 
that he has been acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. , 
since about 1925 when they were high schoo^classmates at 
McGuire's University School in Richmond. fl|^^Vstated that 
during this time nothing has ever come to ni^at tent ion 
which would cause him any hesitatini^j^ recommending POWELL 
for a Supreme Court appointment. characterized POWELL 

as a "solid American" whose lova^^^^cnaracter , and reputation 
have never been put at issue, commented on POWELL's 

judicial ability and temperamen^o^saying that POWELL is 
one of the best legal minds he has ever encountered. He 
described POWELL further as "moderate" with respect to his 
\r judicial temperament, adding that he is eminentl^fair with 

respect to civil rights and related issues, jm^stated that 
V51C he knows of no organizations of which POWELL is a member 
or business or real estate ventures in which POWELL has 
participated whicl^^gu^Lbe considered tainted by civil 
rights problems. ^H^Hpurther advised that he is unaware 
n^nv avenue of Sxticxsm by which POWELL could be attacked. 
fl^^Hrstated, however, that some members of POWELL's firm 
participated in the Prince Edward County School desegregation 
suit in Virginia in 1954, arguing for the side of the School 
Board. JEQWELL himself, however, did not participate in this 
suit. t^^^Badded further that POWELL was Chairman of the 
School Bos^a in Richmond during the early desegregation 
crisis and, to his knowledge, POWELL never received any 
££^d£Lsm for conducting himself in an unfair manner. Rather 
BHU^eels POWELL was eminently fair, handled all difficult 
situations very adeptly, and both Negro and white citizens 
were very well satisfied with POWELL's chairmanship. 
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On October 23, 1971, the following investigati 
was conducted at Richmond, Virginia, by SA 


nr. . 

Richmond, was interviewed concerning ner knowledge an 
association with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. 

Mrs . advised that she has been acquainted 

with Mr. POWEL^IncHii^entire family for a peri o d i n excess 
40 vea 


1 

y ar 
to t 

q 


aiso very 
dvised th 
e charact 
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SAI 


Th 



ing investigation was conducted by 



Mr. ___ 

Richmond, Virginia, 

Virginia, advised that he has imown Mr. 

POWELL, JR. for approximately 25 years 
POWELL one of his closest friends. Mr. 

Mr. POWELL served on t he Richmond Schoo 
to 1961, while he, Mr. _ 
that in his own opinion 
conscientious man in the country. He stated that Mr. POWELL 
has a brilliant mind and is a perfect gentleman at all times 
and is well respected by men of all races. 




ichmond , 
r ANKLIN 
iders Mr. 
stated that 
from 1952 

nd 


Mr . |HH[B stated that while Mr. POWELL was on the 
Virginia Librai^Board he believes that he did everything 
in his power to help all people of the State of Virginia, 
regardless of their race. 

He stated that Mr. POWELL served on the Virginia 
State Library Board from 1954 to 1964, and that during this 
time he was also associated with the Virginia State Board 
of Education and the Richmond Department of Education. 

Mr.flHHPbtated that he knows of no instance 
during his 25-year friendship with Mr. POWELL that POWELL 
came into any situation that could be considered controversial 
and he considers POWELL highly qualified to serve the United 
States as a Supreme Court Justice, and, therefore, would recommend 
him highly. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SAC DONALD W. MOORE, JR. at Mechanic svi lie, Virginia: 


M r. Mechanicsville , Virginia, 

Jp (o AHBH|HINicnrnonc^yTnpnon^^and local Richmond business- 

U7C iSn^^Wed on October 25, 1971, he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN 
POWELL , JR. for 40 years. He considers POWELL s character, 
reputation and loyalty to be above reproach. He sard POWELL 
is a learned attorney and he would highly recommend him for 
any position in the Federal judiciary. 
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On October 23, 
J^ent^CoyrtJiguse , Virginia, 
'Association^ advised that 


llowing investigation was conducted by SA 


197 



een acquainted with 


V J-WV^U ^ — -- — — — 

LEWIS'FRAN^LIN POWELL, JR., for many years and stated that 


the 


M l 

>7C 



he does not feel there are adequate words in the English 
language to describe POWELL’s capabilities as a lawyer 
or to describ^^^jwn pleasure at seeing POWELL receive 
appointment. H|HB advised that nothing has ever come 
to his attenticr^mikh could give rise to the slightest 
question in regard to POWELL's loyalty to the coi 
his character, his reputation, or his integrity, 
stated that POWELL's judicial ability and temi^^^^ 
have never been questioned to his knowledge. added 

that he feels, with respect to civ^^^hts matter^^hat 
POWELL has been eminently fair. (Hm^recalled that 
POWELL was the Chairman of the Richmond School Board during 
a time whet^h^iriginal desegregation crisis occurred in 
Richmond. |^i^V stated that he feels both Negro and white 
citizens wer^greatly satisfied with the manner in which 
POWELL handled the crisis and appeared to feel that 
been extremely fair in all of his decision making. ■■■■ 
stated that he is aware of no organization of which Jt'UWtLL 
is a member or known business venture in which POWELL has 
participated which could be criticized for its stand on 
or treatment ^ civil rights matters. He recommended Mr. 
POWELL. 
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UQ Mrs. ■HQHV stated that as far as she is 

Vrir personally concernec^Mr. POWELL is probably the most 
^ outstanding man she has known in public service and that 
she highly recommends Mr. POWELL. 







.-:>" /.:■■••■••■•;■ ■ ••■ . - s>~ >■ - 




1 



RH 77-11979 
SAE/lsw 
1 


)&> 

>7C 



ol lo wing investigation was conducted by 
“%n October 26, 1971 at Richmond, Virginia: 

Virginia Union University, 
las known LEW IS F. P OWELL , JR. 

continued 

d 



Hr. 

Virginia, advised that 



Richmond , 

for .. 

that 

POWEn^^S^ufsfanSro^Tro^en or Kicnmonu, Virginia . Hr . a 
added that Mr. POWELL's firm has on occasion represented his 
university and further advised that he considered POWELL an 
outstanding individual and would highly recommend POWELL for 
position with the United States Supreme Court. 
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The 

Special Agent 


investigation was conducted by 



riond, 

Virginia, advisea 'tiis opinion ot lewis ekajmklin j^OWELL, JR. 
has not changed in any respect since he initially recommended 
him to both President NIXON and Attorney General MITCHELL 
approximately three years ago. 


^^^^^jidvised he has known POWELL nearly forty 
years , bo^^^^^^^Sly and professionally. They have 
involved in numerous c ivic 
id POWELL in the I 




Jfstated that POWELL is highly regarded for 

his f aime s s and ob j ect ivity • He stated that POWELL exercises 
imnarHal judgment, honestly and carefully considered. 
■■Mptated that POWELL is not politically oriented and 
canno^^e considered as either a conservative or a liberal. 
POWELL will listen carefully and make up his mind intelligently 


|H^Btstated POWELL did a great deal to maintain 
Jo7C calm while oi^ne Richmond School Board at a time when edi- 
torials and other opinions were flaming.- 


stated POWELL has a good constitutional 
mind, and tha^ne believes in law and order and in working 
through proper legal process. 

MHBBstated POWELL' s veracity and integrity 
and the genere^esteem of his fellow men are without boundary, 
and he was glad to recommend him. 
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Richmond, 

y ir { 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 i I ill 1 1 1 1 | and Professor 

of Law, a^tn^Tn^ersit^of Richmond, advised on October 26, 
1971 that he has been a close personal friend of LEWIS FRANKLIN 
POWELL, JR., and has known POWELL since he was a young boy. He 
has also knovm the parents of Mr. POWELL and stated that he has 
only the highest regard for POWELL and members of his family. 


He said that in his opinion POWELL is the best organized 
man he has ever known, and he is a great man for law and order. 

He said that President NIXON could not have made a more 
appropriate appointment. 


He said that POWELL is a man of extremely fine character, 
reputation and loyalty and a person who exercises the very . 
greatest of judgment in all matters. He said that POWELL is 
very even tempered and so far as he knows is in excellent health. 
He has always exhibited a great deal of common sense and always 
has done what is proper. 

He said he knows of no conflict of interest and that 
he is certain that POWELL would have no racial prejudices, as 
he has heard him state that he, POWELL, believes that everyone 
should have a fair deal regardless of race, aid that he plays 
no favorities. 


Mo Mr. ^^H^Psaid that he is extremely happy to recommend 

Mr. POWELL f or the appo intment to the U.S. Supreme Court as he 
considers him an outstanding person in every respect. 
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SsocTatlon with puwell has been strictly professional and 
that he knows him as an attorney of high reputation and 
integrity, whose devotion to the country is unquestioned. 

He related that Mr. POWELL has high' regard and respect for 
the Supreme Court although he believes Mr. POWELL feels that 
the recent U. S. Supreme Court decisions h^^^gme too far 
in protecting the criminal's rights. Mr. IHHv related that 
on civil rights issues he believes that LEwl^rOI-JELL would 
not be prejudiced in any manner and that he would consider - 
him a moderate conservative, with emphasis on the moderate, 
although he cannot give POWELL ’ s views on civil rights 
insofar as bills and legislation are concerned 
POWELL has never been a political figure. Mr . related 

that Mr. POWELL would have the utmost respect for the law 

W uld abide by the law of the land. In this regard, Mr. 

went on to say that Mr. POWELL has been very meticulous 
law and that he has a firm foundation in matters of law and 
would add to the dignity of the U. S. Supreme Court. He stated 
further that Mr. POWELL is not one prone to speak out on matters 
which he is not totally familiar with nor is he one to prejudge 
issues before being apprised of all the facts. 

According to Mr Mr. POWELL’s background 

and positions he has held anacertainly his temperament would 
qualify him for a position on the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Mr. BHBB^dvised that he knows of nothing in the 
background of LEWIS POWELL which would preclude him from being 
confirmed as a U. S. Supreme Court Justice, and he was happy to 
recommend him. 
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Clerk, United States Court of 
Arrnpal s fo^B^QurET TScuit, Richmond, Virginia, advised 

October 25, 1971, that he has been 
personaH^acquaanced with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for 
about four years and that POWELL has the reputation of being 
^j^^^^anable attorney and one of great legal ability. 
mH^^^tated that POWELL was admitted to practice before 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit 
on April 5, 1934. 


hewa^TSstrtSrienOiTinnaving POWELL become an honorary 
member of the Federal Bar Association and that he became an 
honorary member on December 12, 1966. 


i ic. 


Mr. IBB advised that from POWELL* s reputation, 
he appears to nav^tne proper judicial temperament to be an 
appellate judge and that he is considered to be an individual 
of the highest character, integrity and honesty. 


Mr. advised that he knows nothing whatso- 

ever concernin^POWELL* s views on civil rights matters but 
from everything he has heard concerning him, POWELL upholds 
the dignity of every man, regardless of his race, color or 
cree^an^^^most conscious of the human rights of man. 

Mr. mP informed he would recommend without reservation. 
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rst meeting POWELL When Mr 


JR. since 1951 


Mr.m is currently in contact with Mr. POWELL 
with respect t^tn^oefense posture of the United States. 

Mr. described Mr. POWELL as a conservative 
Democrat, who i^nentJ\lly alert, and an independent thinker 
asweLl as a person of excellent judicial temperament. Mr. 
HHHHBfurther described POWELL as a person who has no 
parHHuiar leanings with respect to civil rights a 
who has very strong beliefs in law and order. Mr. 
stated Mr. POWELL has always been a person of exce 
moral character, excellent reputation, excellent associates, 
exceptionally mature, emotionally stable, very reliable, 
honest and a loyal American citizen. 


rson 


Mr. advised to his recollection and knowledge, 
Mr. POWELL hasneve^be longed to any racially-prejudiced 
organization and h^^^^yao comments publicly relative to 
civil rights. Mr. advised to his knowledge, Mr. 

POWELL is not pre judicertiri' any manner. 


Mr. ^H^HBstatealn his opinion, President 
RICHARD M. NIXONcouKl not have selected a person better 
qualified, nor a person with better jud^^^jgnperament for 
the Supreme Court than Mr. POWELL. Mr . H^m^Bhighly 
recommended POWELL. 
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lowing investigation was conducted by 

SA October 25, 1971: 

U. S. Congressman , [ 

Virginia, stated he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN POV 
professionally and socially for about 20 years. He 
described POWELL as a man of outstanding character with a 
completely favorable reputation and the type of individual 
who chooses his associates with discretion. He believes 
Mr. POWELL to be a completely loyal American citizen with 
nothing in his background which might be considered contro* 
versial. 


Congressman fl^^m^stated that Mr. POWELL is 
highly capable in legal matters with a judicial temperament 
that qualifies him for a position as an Associate Justice 
of the United States Supreme Court. He highly recommended 
Mr. POWELL for such a position. 

Congre s sman further advised that Mr. POWELL 
is not closely aligned with any political party and be 
considers him to be independent in his political beliefs. 
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Congressman stated that he recently 
sent a letter to the rresaxien^ot the United States 
recommending LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for consideration 
as a Justice of "the United States Supreme Court and that 
he intends to accompany POWELL before any Senate Committee 
which investigates POWELL's qualifications. 


Congressr 
without reservation. 


rre commended Mr. POWELL 


< 1 . 
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^^^^^^^Jh^^o^owing investigation was conducted by SA 

October 25, 1971, at Richmond, 

Virginia: 


1 advised that He has the h^nestregard for the 
character , integrity , and loyalty to country of LEWIS FRANKLIN 
POWELL, JR. He stated that he has an outstanding reputation 
in the legal field and that he would "without reservation and 
unqualifiedly" recommend him for the highest court. He also 
stated that in the field of civil rights he would regard 
LEWIS POWELL as one who would take - the issues at hand and 
render a fair, impartial decision. 


K' 
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ing investigation was conducted by 


On October 25, 1971, Honorabl 


Winches ter. Vi 


K 


ISSmirII 


aavisea cnac ne x 

cquaxnueu wxth LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., however, he has 
met him on several occas^i^^at social functions in Richmond, 
Virginia, when he,^m|^|^was a Virginia State Senator. 

He stated from his association with POWELL, he has 
found him to be of excellent reputation; high moral character 
and loyal American citizen. He said from his association with 
POWELL, he would highly recommend him for the position of Justice 
on the United States Supreme Court. 
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Thefollowing investigation was conducted by 


University of 

Virginia (UVA), Law School, Charlottesville, Virginia, 
and current Judge on World Court, Geneva, Switzerland, 
advised he has had a pleasant association with LEWIS 
FRANKLIN POWELL , JR. for approximately 40 years. 


He stated before POWELL became well known in 
the legal field, that his capabilities were recognized 
and attempts have been made to recruit him for the UVA 
Law School faculty. 

stated that he worked closely with POWELL 
as co-memoer^o!^a commission on Constitutional Revision in 
Virginia and at that tim^jecame quite familiar with POWELL ' s 
confidence and ability. fl^|H|Rstated that POWELL is very 
able mentally; is extremelyweTr balanced and would make a 
strong, able and respected member of the Supreme Court. He 
had no idea as to POWELL's attitude on civil rights other than 
to note that POWELL is characterized as a "law and order" man 
who believes in the authority of government but in no sense 
of the word would he be considered an extremist. POWELL 
would give a balanced judicious decision on any problem 
posed and would be fair and impartial. 

flBstated he would recommend POWELL strongly 
as to characte^^reputation, integrity and ability. He 
stated that he personally applauded POWELL's nomination and 
it was not a parochial instinct due to the fact that POWELL 
is a Virginian but rather because of his extreme confidence 
in POWELL. 
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ctober 


Charlottesv 


n an American Bar Association pro.lect ancL also 


„e woricea cioseiy with POWELL during mis period and even 
became involved in disagreement with POWELL over some of the 
Commission’s issues. He stated that POWELL understands the 
merits of argument, has a first-rate legal mind and he has 
the greatest respect for POWELL. 

He advised he had no personal knowledge regarding 
POWELL’S attitude on civil rights but stated that POWELL had 
served on the Richmond School Board for many years during the 
period of stress and had always argued to keep the schools 

open. 

POWELL also has written an article on civil disobe- 
dience which was published three or four years ago in the 
"Washington and Lee Review" which 'he defended quite well 

the integrity of the courts, respect for legal institutions 
and that the law and the courts^shojild be used to effect any 
c 
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m ^j^^stated that based on his association with POWELL, 
he would consider him to be highly qualified and suited from 
morals, character, reputation and judicial temperament for 
appointment to the Supreme Court, and would so recommend. 

ProfessorjHJH|H|H||F UVA Law School, advised 
that he has known POWEL^s^ic^the^grew up together in Richmond, 
Vir^i^^^Jle stated although they attended different schools, 
he,^|^^HVhad practiced law in Richmond during 1937 and 1938, 
and was a neighbor during that time to POWELL. He has had re- 
newed association during the last eight years, ^ during which time 
he has been active in the American Bar Assocation. 

He advised that POWELL possesses judicial temperament 
to an unusual degree. He is scholarly, poised, and would be an 
asset on the Bench. 

^stated he had no knowledge regarding POWELL' s 
attitude on civil rights except that he knew POWELL to have been 
involved in the school issue in Richmond, Virginia, and in the 
State during troubled years and was respected for his^m^y^ad 
and desire to prevent the schools from being closed. 
stated that POWELL is a man of excellent legal ability, weii 
regarded in his profession, and he would recommend him without 
reservation for an appointment to the Supreme Court. 



JdX 


Professo 

that he has known POWELL 
entered Law School and 


since 1956, 
was residing in 


UVA Law Scho 
at which timi 



fsfsrmfjjti 


:rom March 1968 to Jamar\^^6^7~^p|B^ 
contact during the per^^and 
knows of no one whom he respects more high^^S^n^Tregal field 
than POWELL. He had absolutely no reservation regarding POWELL' s 
character, reputation and. loyalty and considers him to have an 
exceptional judicial temperament, being very even-tempered, 
moderate and poised. He has qualities of mind which thoroughly 
suit him for appointment to the Supreme Court. 
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m^stated that he is presently reviewing many of 

the writtei^orks of POWELL prior to testifying before the 

Judicial Committee in Washington, D.C., next week on POWELL s 

appointment. From the review of POWELL' s written reports, he 

would consider him to be a moderate on civil rights and compared 

POWELL' s views as being close to those of the late Supreme Court 

Justice BLACK, whose opinions were filed during the mid- 1960 's. 

* 


^ stated that he would recommend POWELL without 
any reservation whatsoever. 
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Attorney at Law and former 

Commonwealth Attomey^Q^^^Count^^Pearisburg, Virginia, 
advised Special Agentfl^^PJ^[^^HHfhe has known LEWIS 
POWELL for approximatS^tn!urt^years^ having become 
associated with him in the Virginia and American Bar 
Associations and also 



many, many 


occasions. 



Mr. ^BBH| stated, in his opinion, Mr. POWELL's 
integrity i^aoov^reproach, his legal qualifications are 
infinite, and he considers him to be the most qualified 
nominee to the Supreme Court of the United States that has 
been nominated in the past twenty years. 

The above interview with Mr. HHfcas conducted 
on October 26, 1971. 


Mr. 

and complete 



f advised he recommended Mr. POWELL fully 
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r noted that 
of the 


nomination o 

States Supreme Court. Mr. 

Richmond-based law firm of 
700 
Mr. I 

Virginia State Bar 

Hr .flHH|Badvised that, in his opinion, LEWIS 
FRANKLIN POWELL^K^is eminently qualified for the position 
in question. He advised that POWELL possesses ar^xcg^git 
legal mind and is a devoted student of the law. 
further stated that POWELL possesses a keen insignt into all 
complicated phases of law and is able to state the problem 
in clear and concise language. 

Hr.^BBBB^advised that he has, on many occasions 
during the past 15 to 20 years, been associated with POWELL 
in various legal and professional organizations in the 
Richmond area. He stated that, although POWELL has no 
judicial experience, he is absolutely certain that his legal 
scholarship more than qualifies him for a position on the 
Supreme Court, and he so recommended. 

(HlHHpstated that he has always known POWELL 
to be a moderat^^onceming civil rights problems. He 
further stated that he is aware of no information concerning 
POWELL's stand on the civil rights question which would 
detract from his ability to function as a fair and impartial 
Justice of the Supreme Court. 

(BHHB advised that POWELL's character and associates 
are impe cca^^^mn at no time during his association with him 
has he ever doubted his loyalty to the presently instituted 
form of the United States Government. 


m stated that the only negative factor involved 
in the POWEfl^^^nation is the nominee's rather advanced 
age. However, ■BHBJ reiterated that, in ^ his opinion, the 
President coul^u^^nave found a more qualifie'd individual 
to fill this position. 
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He has been personally acquainted with Hr. LEWIS 
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for the last five years. Through this 
association, he has come to know Mr. POWELL as a man of un- 
impeachable character and associates and a person who is most 
highly esteemed by his peers in the legal profession. He 
further described Mr. POWELL as a man completely loyal to the 
United States and an advocate of law and order. 


He considers Mr. POWELL to be one of the most respec- 
ted members of the Virginia Bar and a man who is eminently qual 
fied in the field of law. 

He is aware that Mr. POWELL has been nominated for 
the position of Justice on the United States Supreme Court. 

He believes that despite having no prior judicial experience, 
Mr. POWELL has the ability to be an excellent Justice of the 
Supreme Court . 

With respect to the civil rights area, he considers 
Mr. POWELL to be a moderate. He believes that Mr. POWELL has 
had no first-hand experience in dealing with the race problems 
in this country which may serve as a shortcoming in his evalua- 
tion as a Supreme Court Justice of civil rights cases. He 
added, however, that he considers Mr. POWELL to be a fair 
person who is interested in seeing progress being made in the 
civil rights field, however, such progress should be made 
slpwly . 

The only other shortcoming that he can think of 
with regard to Mr. POWELL is that of Mr. POWELL's age. He 


<v 
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mentioned that Mr. POWELL is 64 years of age. 

He recommends Mr. POWELL for the position of Justice 
of the United States Supreme Court. 
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ollowing investigation was conducted by SA 
t Richmond, Virginia, on October 26, 1971: 

Southern Title 
known 
ontinued 
and has 
'stated he 
er advised he 


Insurance Company, Richmond, Virginia, advis 
LEWIS P. POWELL, JR. since the early 1920s. 
he has known POWELL both socially and profe^ 
practiced with POWELL on numerous cases, 
holds POWELL in €he highest regard, and fur 
could not think of a better person to be nominated f 
position on the Supreme Court of the United States, 
added in his estimation POWELL possesses a brilliant lega 
mind, and further stated he could not think of any derogatory 
information as tc^POWELL’s character, reputation, loyalty and 
associates. Mr.^^H^^Vrelated he was happy to recommend 
Mr. POWELL. — ^ 
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The fol lowing investigation was conducted by SA 
£py0PJ£^£^£^^at Richmond , Virginia, on October 26, 1971: 

Mr Lawyer -> Richmond, Virginia, 
advised that n^na^knowr^TowEL^ror a period of close to 
fifty-five years, and he further adv^^^^hat he has opposed 
POWELL in court on three occasions. fl|mBbontinued that in 
his est im atior^PWELL is a thorough, nonoraole and brilliant 
attorney. flH^l^stated he highly recommends POWELL in his 
nomination r^the Supreme Court of the United States, and 
further advised President NIXON Could not have nominated a 
better man > and he was happy to add his recommendation. 
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ollowing investigation was conducted by SA 
at Richmond, Virginia, on October 26, 1971: 


Lawye r , Richmond , 

T5f POWELL for a period 
PWELL, nor has he 
ontinued that he 
ares .District Judge 


Virginia, advised thaflie 
of six years, but has not persona 
practiced ^m^oj^gainst POWELL, 
used to or United 

ROBERT R. and that during that time he observed 

POWELL practice in court, and. stated from h^^^bser vat ions 
he considers POWELL a brilliant attorney. m|^Badded that 
he is presently with a private law film, an^tna^he has heard 
his colleagues and other associates speak very highly of 
POWELL in all regards. He recommended Mr. POWELL. 
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ollowing Investigation was conducted by SA 
at Richmond, Virginia, on October 26, 



fof the 

firm of Sands, Anderson, Maries and Clarice, mntn and Main 
Streets, Fidelity Bank Building, Richmond, Virginia, advised 
he had known LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. for approximately forty 

a 



3WELL durln^this time until 1935# when POWELL left 
the firm. Mr. stated since then he has followed 
POWELL'S progres^ana career and considers him to be of 
excellent character and reputation. He also stated that in 
line with recent comments concerning possible discriminatory 
practices by Mr. POWELL, he felt that there was "nothing to 
it". He advised he considers POWELL to be one of the "most 
broad-minded individuals" and that POWELL followed the 
"lettei^f the law" as well as the "morals behind it". 

Mr . j^HBVstated that he would recommend POWELL for a 
posj^io^as Justice on the United States Supreme Court with- 
out any reservations whatever. 
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on 


^Attorney at 

_____ Richroona, Virginia, advised S 
)ctober 26, 197 1 ; that he has been acquainted with LEWIS 
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for 23 years and is a close friend of 
POWELL's. 



■HHHP advised that POWELL is a very quiet, 
reserved ddw^ual, who has a great legal mind and the 
judicial temperament to be a judge of an appell^^^^nrt, 
particularly the United States Supreme Court. 
stated that POWELL has good legal ability and tna^i^nas 
been involved in cases with POWELL on a number of occasions 
usually as an opposing attorney and POWELL has always exhibited 
his ability as being an individual who is well versed in the 
law. 


i57C 


■H|HHadvised that POWELL is a very community- 
minded inawiaual and in civil rights matters, he considers 
him to be an enlightened moderate, not a segregationist and 
one who would uphold every man's dkrniks and rights, regard- 
less of his race, color or creed. advised that to the 

best of his recollection, POWELL wa^on^of the leaders in 
having Negroes become members of the American Bar Association; 
the Virginia Bar Association and the Richmond Bar Association. 

■HHH stated that POWELL also, when he was Chairman 
of the RicnmoncRchool Board for the City of Richmond, Virginia 
was one of the leaders in making it possible for the Richmond 
School System to become integrated on an orderly basis. 

flHjmHkdvised that both POWELL and he are members 
of the CoiSnonwee^th Club, Richmond, Virginia; that the group 
does not have any members of the Negro race, however, neither 
POWELL nor he set the policy of the Club and he is not sure 
that it is not possible for a Negro to become a member of the 
Club if a Negro applia^fojynembership and presented the 
proper credentials. H^HHBadvised that it would be to 
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the advantage of any prominent lawyer such as POWELL to 
be a member of the Commonwealth Club for legal purposes 
and that POWELL is a member of other groups, some of which 
are integrated. ' 

^HHVadvised that it is alleged that the law 
firm of whicnPOWELL is a member does not have any attorneys 
of the Negro race but that POWELL's firm, just as any other 
law firm, hire qualified attorneys to handle cases for that 
firm and that he is of the opinion POWELL and his firm would 
hire a qualified attorney of the Negro race if the needs of 
the firm required such. He recommended Mr. POWELL without 
reservation. 

























advised that he has known LtiJiS FKAURL1W WJUhLH"Tl^^!(|7 
rntely 20 years. He stated that Mr. M^ri^ine if thl %££?' 



i • ^ • — ■ — wv further advised that he feels Mr. POWELL is wpII 
2on^ £- d J° r any P os iti? n he would seek. He adksed thaJ he 
ould highly recommend him, and that he has known nothing of a 

to hf a »°m y ? atUr | re S ardin S Mr. POWELL and has never kno2n him 
prejudiced? ber ° f ^ group or organization which is racially 
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3dG> 
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investigation was conducted by 
SA^HHat Richmond , Virginia: 

of the law firm of GODDIN, 

MAJOR, ELMORE, SCHUBERT, HMN, and ELMORE III, Richmond, 
advised that he has been faij^^^j^with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, 
JR. for a number of years. HjHUpadvised that POWELL's 
character, reputation, and ESys^y are beyond reproach and 
stated that he is one of the most qualified men he knows. 


[advised that to his knowledge, POWELL is 

not presently tor ever has been a member of any racially 
prejudicial organization. 


^^HBalso advised that POWELL is of an honorable 
judicial temperfmient and would recommend him for a judicial 
appointment . 
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The fol lowing investigation was conducted by 
fat Richmond, Virginia: 



Association 
GODDIN, MAJOR, 
Richmond , a 
childhood, 
reputation, 
him highly for 


AJOR , 

B^^^^^wa^^ar^beyond repr^cj^and 

. HHV: 

e^^ifflnt 


_the Richmond Bar 
the law firm of 
and ELMORE III, 

hat he has known LEWIS F. POWELL , JR. since 
^'advised that he feels POWELL 1 s character, 
oyalty are beyond repr^^^and would recommend 
a judicial appointment. ^^HVfurther stated 


that to his knowledge, POWELL hold 
racially prejudiced organization. 
POWELL is of honorable judicial t 
him as a "moderate". 


also 

and 


ip m any 

stated that 

further characterized 
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^^^^^Jh^fo^tawine investigation was conducted by 

October 26, 1971 at Richmond, 


Attorney, First Federal Savings 
and Loan Association, advised that he does not know LEWIS 
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. personally, but that he has heard of Mr 
POWELL ad has never heard anything derogatory whatsoever 
concerning Mr. POWELL. 


practicing attorney the 

Eastern District of VirguiLa^aavLsed that he is personally 
acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., whom he has known 
for a number of years. He advised Mr. POWELL enjoys very 
fine reputations in both the legal profession and in his 
community, and that his character is beyond reproach. He 
stated that Mr. POWELL's ability as a practicing attorney 
is unknown to him and that Mr. POWELL's courtroom experience 
has been very limited. He advised he considers Mr. POWELL 
to be a conservative in his interpretation of the law and 
that Mr. POWELL, on several occasions, has been critical 

• om^Df the decisions of the U. S. Supreme Court. Mr. 
Hp advised that he could not point out specific 
Sees of this criticism of the U. S. Supreme Court 
but that in general it dealt with what is considered the 
liberal view of the court in the field of law enforcement. 

He advised he was aware of no specific criticism on the part 
of Mr. POWELL of the U. S. Supreme Court in the field of 
civil rights. He recommended Mr. POWELL. 
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Jb7C 


The^^^^^^b^^jrzesL^^LAon was conducted by 

Special Agent^^^^^^^^^^H^^^Hf at Richmond, Virginia, 
on October 


a prominent 

FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. only by reputation and does not know 
Mr. POWELL personally. He stated that Mr. POWELL's repu- 
tation in Richmond, Virginia, is outstanding and that 
Mr. POWELL is regarded most highly in the legal community. 

He stated that he has never heard anything derogatory con- 
cerning Mr. POWELL and that Mr. POWELL is generally regarded 
as having one of the finest legal minds in the country. He 
advised that he believes that Mr. POWELL is exceptionally 
well qualified for a judicial position with the United States 
Government and he would highly recommend Mr. POWELL for such 
a position. He further advised that Mr. POWELL' s reputation 
in the civil rights field is "middle of the road" and he has 
never heard any derogatory statements made about Mr. POWELL 
by either black or white attorneys in Richmond, Virginia. 
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of no shortcomings in the background of Mr. POWELL to 
fulfil the role of a Supreme Court Justice. 


JdC, 

Jb"?C 



HH Mutual Building^9tr^nd East Main Streets, Richmond 
Virginia, related that he has been an attorney for forty- 
eight years and" known of LEWIS POWELL, JR. for 


.H 

a^a^^i 


considers Mr. 
in the legal 


approximately forty years. MrJ 
POWELL to be as well qualified 
profession to be an Associate Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court. He said that Mr. POWELL is a man of 
great integrity as a person and ability as a lawyer who 
has the appearance of having a great judicial temperament. 
For this reason, he recommends him most highly for the 
position involved. 




3 pj Mf*r+ 











ipH|Vbhe Bar 

AssociatKn^currenH^HHnra^practiceatPetersburg, Virginia, 
advised that he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. , since the 
early 1920's. He stated he has never known aiy thing derogatory 
regarding POWELL and has served with him in Bar Association legal 
matters and activities. He stated that POX-JELL has never discussed 
political beliefs but believes POX-JELL to be of a conservative 
judicial temperament and further believes POWELL to be very fair, 
conscientious and highly capable. .He stated POX-JELL is not known 
to be racially prejudiced, nor has POXtfELL ever been known to be 
a member of any racially prejudiced group or organization. 


stated that he would highly recommend POX-JELL for 
any position he is seeking and believes he would be an outstand- 
ing jurist. 
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Jd7C 


The^^^^^^a^^attgaJ*y:ation was conducted by 
Special Agent Charlottesville, Virginia, 
on October 2 3 


Attorney At Law, residing at 
vey, Virginia, advised he has been socially and 
professionally acqua^g^^^^th LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL in 
excess of 20 years. ^JHH^advlsed that throughout this 
20 years, he has alway^neld POWELL in highest esteem based 
both upon his prof^^^nal ability and his dedication to the 

mpidv 

icquainted 


legal profession. mHH^dvised that during the period of 
time he has been acquainted with POWELL he has never heard 
POWELL say or do anything which would reflect adversely to 
is loyalty to the United States in any way. In addition, 
■HHBadvised that through his professional and social con- 
Tac^^Vth POWELL he has never noted any extremiy^^jty;ude or 
point of view expressed on the part of POWELL. ■HV 
advised that to the best of his knowledge POWELI^njoyed 
an excellent reputation amongst his peers, associates and 


M i 

< 


other contacts within the legal profession, and also enjoyed 
the reputation of being a man of hi^^^^jacter, exceptional 
integrity, and extreme competence. HHI^Vadvised that in 
his personal dealings with POWELL, rOwSH^always disj^^^e^^^ 
the utmost discretion and never violated any trust. 
further advised that he would highly recommend POWELI^ro!^^^ 
any Government position based upon POWELL'S high degree of 
professional ^M^^^Dility, outstanding personal attributes 
and honesty. misbelieves POWELL to be of moderate temper- 
men^tf^h a "reasonable" attitude toward all issues in which 
^mBxad personal knowledge. 
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ing investigation was conducted by 



On October 26, 1971, Mr. l 

Attorney in the law firm of Kuykendall, Hall and Whiting, 
20 South Cameron Street, Winchester, Virginia, advised he 
has been both socially and professionally acquainted with 
LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., for the past 35 years.. He stated he 



He said that Mr. POWELL is a most honorable individual 
and believes in law and order. He further stated that POWELL 
will bring to the Supreme Court the needed stability in the 
interpretation of the Constitution of the United States. He 
stated that he most highly recommends that POWELL be con- 
firmed as a Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 
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uni 


9 

andi 
3 known 


on October 26, 
or approximately 


or approxygteiy 

fifteen years, having first met him when he mH|was 
attending law school at Washington and Lee University in 
Lexington, Virginia, and having met him on numerous 

‘ ons since that time through his association with the 




Mr . s tated Mr. POWELL has an outstanding 

reputation, Doth as a citizen and as an attoxn^^^£ the 
State of Virginia, and his legal ability, Mr.jKWstat 
is unquestioned and by far one of the finest in the Ste 
of Virginia. 1 

Mr.^m^stated he has never heard anything 
derogatory concerning Mr. POWELL and believes that his 
character, reputation, associates, and loyalty are 
certainly above reproach, and he would recommend him 
without reservation as a nominee for the United States 
Supreme Court. 
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attorney at Lav 

gb urg , Virginia, 

advised special AgentH^mH||H on October 26, 
1971, he has known Mr. LEWIS POWEL^ror approximately 
twenty years, having met him in Richmond through mutual 

association through 



Mr. fl|Hj stated Mr. POWELL’ s reputation as a 
lawyer is weEncnown and he, himself, believes that Mr. 
POWELL has one of the finest legal minds in the country 
today. 


Mr. m|| stated he has never heard any derogatory 
information concerning Mr. POWELL, that his integrity is 
unquestioned; and, in his opinion, he is the best nominee 
to the Supreme Court of the United States in the past 
twenty- five years, and highly recommended him. 
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stigation was conducted by 
on October 26, 1971: 


The 

Special Agent 
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SA 


investigation was conducted by 
Roanoke, Virginia: 



rRoanol 

Dut was not per 

sonally acquainted with him and had no personal knowledge of 
his qualifications. 


bn 



work 

s law firm in Richmond, Virginia, and it was 
^tms^ered one of the best law firms in the State of Virginia 
mBstated he knew of no reason why POWELL should not be 
conrSmed as a Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court. 
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F0-302 (REV. M -27-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of tronscripHo 


„ October 26, 197 1 


Mr. 

interviewed at" his law offi 


ecial Agents 
who are known to 


, was 
TH oVirnoxid , 




Mr. refused to furnish the identity of the 

individual wh^urnished him this information and again reiter- 
Jd£> ated that he has never applied for a position with the law firm, 
^>7C Hunton, Williams, Gay, Powell and Gibson. 

He pointed out that to his knowledge, in 1969 the 
law firm of Hunton, Williams, Gay, Powell and Gibson did not 
have any Negro members on its legal staff and that this situa- 
tion. to the best of his knowledge, continues to the present time 


Interviewed on - 


10/25/71 


Richmond, Virginia 
and 

T JO: shb Dola d| Ct0 i e d 


Richmond 77-11979 


10/26/71 


This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end is loaned to your agency; 
it end its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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of the Club, whatever it is, was set prioi^^^y^^^^^^ 
POWELL and he became members and that he, ■HHHHHV 
would have no way of knowing if anyone of Tn^Negro race 
had applied for membership in the Club. 



'advised that he is also aware that 
the firm ot which POWELL is a partner does not have any 
Negro attorneys, however, he is certain that if a Negro 
attorney did apply for a position with the firm, he would 
be given every consideration, particularly for their ability 
rather than their ethnic origin. 


Mr. POWELL 


wadded he would highly recommend 
ame Court. 
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stated he does know that POWELL 
Jd 7C was Chairman of th^R^hmond School Board, Richmond, 
Virginia, and that when he was on the Richmond School 
Board, he was most tolerant toward all races and he never 
showed any favoritism, regardless of race, color or 
creed. 
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owing investigation was conducted by SA 
on October 25, 1971: 


United S 








* tJzWB iUJzY* 


the case o 

ot Education , rrxnce c .uward County , came before the District 
Court of Appeals and Supreme Court. The Board of Education 

can state cnat 

icn tne uase ciuucr directly or indirectly* He further 
related that LEWIS POWELL had nothing to do insofar as 
briefs or any other phase of this litigation were concerned. 
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He further related that he could make this statement 



Williams, Gay, Powell, and Gibson as legal representatives 
because they desired this law firm to enter into their 
feelings whereas instant firm merely acted as counsel and 
represented them in court. 

___^also related that LEWIS POWELL 
believes ltTuiv^nrorcement and feels that law enforcement 
has been strapped by some of the legal decisions handed 
down by our courts. 

flHHHHHBadvi s ed that he knows nothing which 
could precIua^LEWl^FoWELL from being elevated to the 
Supreme Court of the United States < and highly recommended him. 
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_bQ> 

JolC 


(HH| stated that the Club does not have any members of 
tn^Negro race, however, neither POWELL nor he had any- 
thing to do with the policy of the Club and that he did 
not know that it^was the policy of the Club to be segre- 
gated but he was of the opinion that the Club was segre- 
gated due to the fact that no members of the Negro race 
nave applied for membership. 


i^Hadvised that the law firm of which 
POWELL is amemDe^aoes not have any attorneys of the 
Negro race, however, he is certain from his discussions with 
POWELL that the law firm does not obtain attorneys due to 
their race, color or creed, but obtain attorneys due to 
their ability and that the law firm would, in all probabil- 
ity, obtain an attorney of the Negro race if such an attorney 
applied and had the proper legal qualifications. 


Supreme Cour 



ighly recommended Mr. POWELL for the * 
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ing investigation was conducted by SA 


Hustings 

Court, PetersDurg^V^cg^n^^aav^ec^i^Octobe^z?, 1971, 
that he had known LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., up to approxi 
mately 20 years ago but has had no occasion to be asanc^tg 
POWELL or to have met him since that time. HHJP 
tated he considers Mr. POWELL to be of impeccaCTe 
r and reputation, an able and outstanding lawyer, 
and an excellent candidate for the U. S. Supreme Court. 




On October 23, 1971, Mr 
Petersburg, Virgi 






s 
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Montgomery 

i i 


r 
'and 


on October 2b, iy/i, that he met LEWIS - fowell approxi 
mately eight or nine years ago, when he was introduced 
to him by former Governor MILLS GODWIN; but, prior to that 
time, he had hehrd of Mr. POWELL's fine reputation as an 
attorney. 


County Circuit 
Special Agents 
on October 26, 


M^^HMstated he has never heard anything of 
a derogator^natur^conceming Mr. POWELL; and, during the 
week of October 18-22, 1971, he was in attendance at a 
judicial conference held in Fredericksburg, Virginia, 
attended by seventy-four Virginia State judges, and all of 
these individuals were in agreement on Mr. POWELL s ability 
and qualifications to sit on the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 


highly recommended Mr. POWELL. 
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Court 


vMnnm 




Montgomery County 






W7 


M3 


lav* I 


ecra 


on October 26, 19/1, that he has known 
appr6ximately eleven years, having met him 


through th^jray^^ji^law and through mutual friends in 
Richmond. ^^^^^HHVstated he considers Mr. POWELL an 
ouhstandins^^^^^mey^^wiose legal abilities are excellent 
■HHHHBHflVadded he considers Mr. POWELL' s integrity 
impeccaH^^nd has never heard anything of a derogatory 
nature concerning Mr. POWELL, He highly recommended him. 
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investigation was conducted by 
at Radford, Virginia: 



irginia, advised that he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, 
JR., and his family for well over 20 years. In addition, 
two years ago he served with Hr. POWELL on the Commission 
to Revise the Virginia State Constitution and thereby had 
considerable contact with Mr. POWELL. He described Mr. 

Jdb POWELL as a "high type" loyal American, who possesses a 

W7 £ tremendous amount of judicial ability and would make great 

contributions to the United States Supreme Court. He knows 
that Mr. POWELL has lots ofa^^y^m^^^^^^tremendous amount 
of general "know-how". Mr . SUfm^HH^Bbliat Mr. POWELL 
is completely honest, dependable, re^SK^^ and trustworthy, 
and he possesses a genial temperament and is generally 
tranquil and not easily excitable. If rating POWELL, he 
would give him a "top" rating as to judicial ability due 
to his knowledge of the law. He has never known Mr. POWELL 
to be a "racist" and he believes that Mr. POWELL would be 
completely impartial with regard to civil rights matters 
as he would the laws of the United 

S tate s . Mr . mHHH^^Vbhat Mr . POWELL ' s reput at i on 
is clear on that podt^fie further stated that Mr. POWELL* s 
reputation in judicial circles is excellent and that he would 
highly recommend Mr. POWELL for the United States Supreme 
Court . 



110 


MP3 W 






























RH 77-11979 


CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS 


114 



P'Zrtt-'S 














On October 25 


Medical Doctor 


Ricboaa^ Virginia, was contacted 

i » _ i . i i 


was also 


National Association tor People 

(NAACP) from approximately served in this 

proximately the same period in the 


Dr. advised he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN 
POWELL, JR., swvce 1955. He has known Mr. POWELL profession- 
ally in political matters, and has had numerous social con- 
tacts with him at various political, civic, and charity functions 
He stated that POWELL's character is "top notch" and that he 
considers POWELL one of the President’s better appointments. 

He stated he believes POWELL to be of great integrity and 
feels POWELL is definitely not a segregationist. He has 
never discussed civil rights with POWELL; however, he 
believes POWELL would be fair in matters of civil rights and 
he knows of nothing objectionable in POWELL's background. 

Dr. dB^further stated he is not personally 
qualified to comment on POWELL's professional ability; 
however, he is nevertheless impressed by news accounts 
and the numerous professional honors received by POWELL. 

He stated that POWELL appears to be more academically 
inclined than politically. 

In summation, Dr. (HHlstated he definitely favors 
POWELL's appointment, and h^beTieves POWELL to be the least 
controversial and most acceptable of those who were under 
consideration for the position of United States Supreme 
Court Justice. He does not believe the President could 
have made a better selection, and highly recommended him. 
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low ing investigation was 
'at Richmond, Virginia, 


conducted by SA 
on October 26, 


tion, 91 ^ 



Richmond Corpora- 

;apitoi street, Richmond , v irgirtia , advised that 
LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. , member of the Board of Directors of 
that corporation * held 506 common stock shares of the Richmond 
Corporation. 


Oc 
Un 
tree 
F 
f 


i si mil mrfcfwiv it i 


is p 
Unit 


He advised he has known Mr. POWELL for about 25 
years socially, but are closer professionally in their 
business associations. He advised that Mr. POWELL is considered 
by both of these organizations to bring great strength to 
the Board of Directors through use of his sound judgment on 
key issues. He advised that Mr. POWELL's law firm is the 
legal counsel for United Virginia Bank/State Planters and Mr. 
POWELL is considered to be of great legal value in this capacity. 
He advised he knew nothing of an unfavorable nature pertaining 
to Mr. POWELL and would recommend him highly in every respect 
to the position under consideration. 


advise 


peciai Agent ■■■■■■ on uctoDer To , iy / 1 that he has known 
Mr. LEWIS FRANKLI^FOwELL, JR. for 30 years or more and has 
been closely associated with him both socially and in the 
business world. He advised that he knows of no person presently 
in the legal profession whom he would consider better qualified 
to serve on the United States Supreme Court than Mr. POWELL. 
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He advised he considers Mr. POWELL to be a person of 
extremely high integrity and morals and as a lawyer he 
considers him to be dedicated, intelligent, and completely 
qualified to interpret the laws of this country in a just 
and sound manner. He recommended him without reservation. 
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o^owing investigation was conducted by SA 
™^on October 25, 1971, at Richmond, Virginia: 



Avenue, advised that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL , JR., 

was elected to the Board of Directors of this corporation 
November 17, 1965, 'and is presently serving in this capacity. 

He advised that he is personally acquainted with Mr. POWELL 
and stated th.at he considers him extremely well qualified for the 
position under consideration and that he knew nothing unfavor- 
able. concerning this person or any member of his family. He recom- 
menaea nun. _ ___ 



known Mr. LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., for 
a number of years and he stated that Mr. POWELL's law firm 
has represented Lawyer’s Title Insurance Corporation on a 
number of occasions. He said he has the highest regard for 
Mr. POWELL as to ability as a lawyer, loyalty to this country, 
and high moral character, and recommended him. 


JdJC 


Philip-Morris, Inc., 4001 Commerce Roan, 
advised lewis fkaNKLIN POWELL, JR., was appointed to the Board 
of Directors of this corporation September 30, 1964, and is 
presently serving in this capacity. He advised that he is 
acquainted with Mr. POWELL and has known him for a long period 
of time both socially and as a result of Mr. POWELL’s law 
firm representing Philip-Morris, Inc., in the legal field. 

He stated he knows of no person he considers more qualified 
both as a lawyer and as a person to be a member of the United 
States Supreme Court, and that he knew nothing whatsoever of 
an unfavorable nature pertaining to this individual or his 
family. He therefore highly recommended Mr. POWELL. 

Mr. ■■■■■■■■■■■^Commonwealth 
Natural Gas Corporation^ZUl^outI^r^St9fir, advised that 
LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. , has served on the Board of Directors 
of this corporation since May 5, 1952, and is presently so 
serving. He advised that this corporation has used Mr. 

POWELL’s law firm on a number of occasions for tax work and 
other purposes and that he considers Mr. POWELL an outstanding 
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attorney, extremely well qualified in every way for the 
position under consideration. He stated he was aware of 
no unfavorable information pertaining to this individual . 


E tnyluorporatTon^ 


Svenu^^Tdvi s ed 


u.iau FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., was elected to the Board of 

Directors of the Albemarle Paper Company, a Virginia corpora- 
tion, on May 28, 1953. He advised that the Albemarle Paper 
Company purchased the Ethyl Corporation in November, 1962, 
and, thereafter, became the Ethyl Corporation, retaining 
Mr. POWELL on the Board of Directors of the newly-formed corpora 
tion. He advised that Mr. POWELL has served continuously in 
this capacity and is presently so serving. He stated that 
Mr. POWELL's law firm is the legal counsel for Ethyl Corpora- 
tion. He advised he has personally known of Mr. POWELL for 
a number of years and that he has never heard anything of a 
derogatory nature pertaining to this individual and, based 
on his association with Mr. POWELL, considers him extremely 
well qualififed in every way for the position under considera- 
tion. He recommended Mr. POWELL without reservation. 


i - Chesapeake and rotomac reiepnone company of Virginia, 
r-£f>Q Grace Street, advised that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL , JR. , is 
V>*7C currently on the Board of Directors of this corporation, 

^ having been appointed and continuously served on this board 
since March 29, 1968. ■BB[ stated is ^ll- 

acquainted and closely associace^with Mr. POWELL and consi 
ders him to be of the highest moral character and integrity 
and would not hesitate to recommend him without reservation 
to the position under consideration. He stated he knew 
nothing of an unfavorable nature concerning Mr. POWELL. 
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On October 26, 

Richmond, Virginia, 

..and and Timber Company, 

JSWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., and that the 
’and Timber Company is a POWELL family 
owned holding which incor^u^^s the Chester 
ant Co mpany. Mr.BPKBpstated that 
originally formea the Chester! 
impany five or six years ago to incorporate the 
handling of land and timber owned by the POWELL family in 
the amount of approximately 400 to 500 acres in the Chester- 
field County, Virginia area. The Chesterfield Land and 
Timber Company formed a lake in the Swift Creek area of 
Chesterfield County and subsequently turned this lake over 
to the Chesterfield County authorities as a reservoir. 

According to FRANKLIN 

POWELL, JR., acts as Secretar^anaGeneral Counsel for the 
Chesterfield Land and Timber and the Chesterfield 

Land Investment Company. Mr. advised that the address 

of the Chesterfield Land and Timber company is listed as 
P. 0. Box 1538, Richmond, Virginia. 


Frederjj 
he is 


Attorney , i 

■Virginia, aavised on October 
:he Lawyer's Title Insrn 
Richmond. Vi 


le no i ding company tor butn Lawyer’ s utie insurance Corpora 
tion and The Life Insurance Company of^^^±^^ 2315 West 
Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia. Mr.HH|^^^Vadvised that 
LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. , was and stin^^^tn original 
member of the Board of Directors of the Richmond Corporation, 
founded in approximately 1967 . 
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^^^^^Th^fo^^wing investigation was conducted by 
SA|H|mmm^at Richmond, Virginia: 


J* Mr Downtown Club, 

U7T Ross Building^Kxcnmonc^vSrgSiis^aavised on October 25, 

^ 1971, that his records reflect that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, 

JR. has been a member of this club since March 18, 1965. 

Mr.fl^HHBadvised that there are no restrictions 
on membership^u^tni^^lub as to race, color or creed. He 
advised that in order to become a member of this club one 
has to be sponsored by three current members . 
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follow ing investigation was conducted by 
at Richmond, Virginia: 


Country 

Club of Virginia, 603L StVAnarew^^an^^^nmond , Virginia, 
advised on October 25, 1971, that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. 
has been a member of this club since 1946. He stated that 
the bylaws of this country club do not place any restrictions 
as to membership in the club as to race, color or creed. He 
stated that in order to be accepted for membership an individual 
must be sponsored by five current club members and personally 
be acquainted with three club members. He advised that 
membership is then voted on by the membership committee as 
to whether or not the applicant should be accepted for member- 
ship. 
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mi 


f ing investigation was conducted by 
at Richmond, Virginia: 



Commonwea 1 th 


Club, 401 West Franklin StreetTKicnrSonaTvlrginia, advised 
on October 25, 1971, that his records reflect that LEWIS 
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. has been a member in good standing 
since February 17, 1948. He stated that this club has 
no restrictions as to race, color or creed, however, an 
applicant must be sponsored by two active members and 
accepted by the membership committee in order to become a 
member of this club. 
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1 lowing Investigation was conducted by SA 
t Hollins, Virginia: 


ge* 

HoTT3n^^V^gTnia , advised on October 2 bT 1971* bis records 
reflect LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. bad served as a member of the 
Board of Trustees 'at the College from 1955 to i 960 . He 
explained that this was a self -appointing board, and that 
during the period of Mr. POWELL’S membership, he was ac- 

M involved on the Building and Grounds Committee. Mr. 

stated through this association on the Board of Trustees, 
e to personally know Mr. POWELL, and had a high regard 
for his ability and considered him to be a distinguished 
lawyer. He felt his nomination by the President for the 
Supreme Court was an excellent choice. He, himself, had never 
known or heard anything of a derogatory nature concerning 
Mr. POWE LL , and had always considered him to be a person of 
high moral character, reputation and associates. He stated 
he was not knowledgeable about Mr. POWELL’S law practice or 
his judicial temperament. 


-bs 

>7C 


On October 26, 1971 * 

Hollins College, Hollins, Virginia, stated he had been 
personally acquainted with Mr. POWELL over the past ten to 
fifteen years, and had always thought very highly of him. 

He considers him to be a person of high intellectual ability, 
who to his knowledge has always exercised judicial tempera- 
ment in all his legal dealings. He personally felt he was a 
person of high moral character, who would act with fairness 
and honesty in all matters according to the law. He per- 
sonally had never known of Mr . POWELL to generate any ill— 
i ^ ng or animosity among his accociates, and had known him 
to be a popular and well thought of lawyer. He stated he 
personally felt the choice of Mr. POWELL by the President 

the Supreme Court was in the best interest of all of the 
American public. 
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e»»is 


wing investigation was conducted by SA 
on October 26, 1971* at Roanoke, Virginia: 


IEEKB5 


olonial American 

Bank tiuiiaing , noanoke , Virginia, advised he had been well 
acquainted and associated with LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. over the 
past ten to twelvq years during the time he had been a trustee 
at Hollins College. He personally considered him to be one 
of the most outstanding lawyers and men in the State of 
Virginia. He said over the years POWELL had actively worked 
for the improvements of education throughout the State. He 
felt he was a person of the highest ability, who exhibited 
excellent temperament and common sense views. He had never 
known anything of a derogatory nature concerning him, and 
considered him to be a person of high morals, character, 
reputation and associates. 
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RET:mhh 


The following ted by 

Special Agent, Supervisor, ■■■■■■ >G/Jd7C 

Mr. LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., advised on 
October 26, 1971, that he had been a member of the National 
Student Federation during the time he was at Washington 
and Lee University and, while he was president of the 
student body at that University, he stated he had been^ 
elected to the Executive Committee for a two year period 
in 1930 and indicated that this was an organization to 
which the various student governments on college and uni- 
versity campuses across the nation belonged. He advised 
he felt very proud to have been a member of this organiza- 
tion. 


In a leaflet issued in 1930 by the National 
Student Federation listing the members of the "Control ing 
Bodies for 1930" the regional representative for the south 
was listed as LEWIS F. POWELL. Mr. POWELL advised he had 
been elected to represent the south at that time. 

A directory of youth organizations issued by the 
National Youth Administration in 1940 sets forth the follow- 
ing information with respect to the National Student Federa- 
tion of /merica: 

"History: The National Student Federation of America 

was founded in 1925 at a conference of 
students, representatives of 245 colleges 
and universities, meeting at Princeton. 

"Program: 1. Advocates the establishment of student 

governments in colleges and universities 
to give students a share in the responsi- 
bilities of college life and a training 
for democratic leadership. Endorses 
democratic election systems, honor systems 
orientation programs for freshmen, student 
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faculty committees, student partici- 
pation in curriculum revision, no 
censorship of college press, no salaries 
for student officers. 

2. Against American participation in 
war, military or economic aid to any 

* country engaged in armed conflict. 

Optional rather than compulsory ROTC, 
adequate national defense but no in- 
fringement on domestic programs by 
exorbitant military expenditures . . 

3. Endorses the National Youth Administra- 
tion, Federal aid to education, ade- 
quate health program for students, 
vocational education and guidance, 
freedom of speech, assemblage and press, 
academic freedom. Condemns methods of 
the Dies Committee. 

4. Urges greater education in "politics" 
for college students. Fifteenth Annual 
Congress at University of Minnesota, 
December 27-31, 1939. 

v "Affiliations: Confederation International des Studiants, 

National Peace Conference, United Student 

Peace Committee, American Youth Congress" 

The American Youth Congress has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States as within the purview 
of Executive Order 10450. 
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following investigation was conducted by SA 
n October 25, 1971: 

Hampden -Sydney 

College, Hampden-Sydne^^vSrgSTB^aa^ffed that LEWIS 
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., was awarded an honorary Doctor of 
Laws Degree on June 8, 1959, by the college for Mr. POWELL s 
activities in the field of law. 
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SAl 


investigation was conducted by 



service. He advised that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. was 
chosen as recipient of the Thomas Jefferson Award in 1969. 
He advised that he does not know Hr. POWELL very well, 
however, Mr. POWELL is highly regarded in the community 
and he knows of nothing derogatory concerning POWELL or 
his family. 
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ollowing investigation was conducted by SA 
tai October 25, 1971, at Richmond, Virginia: 




Mr. 

the Virginia 



tate Chamber ot (Jotnmerce , Kichmona, 

__vised that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., received the 
distinguished service award from the Virginia State Chamber 
of Commerce in 1966. This award isgiven to a person who 
has made out stand^i^contribut ions ^f^r Virginia and her 
populace. Mr . stated that MiPTrCHJELL received this 

award for his outstanding work in the area 
state education, law, and civic activities. 


Mr. further advised that, in his opinion, 

Mr. POWELL is a man of impeccable honesty and integrity and 
a person of extremely good character. He further considers 
H7C Mr. POWELL to be a humble and mild gentleman who is fair 

minded and extremely co^^^^^^L of the civic welfare of the 
State of Virginia. Mr . f ur ther advised that he 

considers Mr. POWELL to oej^an of extremely fine temperament 
for a lawyer and judge. 
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owing investigation was conducted by 
at Richmond, Virginia: 




Doctor of Internal Medicine, 

ond, Virginia, advised he has 
Icnowr^tWiS HiAWkLIN POWELL, JR. for his entire adult life 
and has been POWELL * s personal physician for the past fifteen 
years . 


Dr. stated that POWELL has had only one medical 
problem to hi^Knowledge in the past fifteen years which 
consisted of a prostrate operation in 1956. Recovery, although 
slow, was complete. POWELL has since received periodic 
physical examinations, the most recent being ten days to 
two weeks ago, and is in excellent physical condition for 
a man his age. 

Dr. ^(MJcontinued that Mr. POWELL is a man of total 
honesty, integrity, loyalty and ability, and he would have 
no recalcitrance to recommend him for any position with 
the United States Government. He knew of no indication in- 
volving excessive use of alcohol or drugs and knew of no 
character impediment on the part of Mr. POWELL. 
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Dr.HHHH stated tliat before agreeing to possibly- 
entering government serv^^^J^^^OWELL consulted him at 
great length and he, Dr. told him that in his opinion 

there was no medical reason relative to his eye condition 
why he should not accept such service. 

Dr. mil^continued that he has become very 
well acquainted with Mr. POWELL over the years and that he 
considers him a person of the highest integrity, ability, 
loyalty, and honesty and that the government would be 
extremely fortunate to obtain the services of Mr. POWELL. 

_ In conclusion, he stated he wished to recommend 
Mr. POWELL for government employment in the strongest 
language possible. 


_bic 


wing investigation was conducted by 
at Richmond, Virginia: 


On October 25,1971, 

Medical Arts Building, Second anaTas^ranKunTtreets, 
Richmond, Virginia, advised he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN 
POWELL, JR. for 25 or 30 years on a professional basis 
and has treated him for an eye ailment during this period. 

He continued that Mr. POWELL suffers from posterior punctate 
cataract (0U) in his eye, a condition which he was possibly 
bora with and will always have. He has been dia 
other. eye specialists who have concurred with Dr _ 

analysis. This condition does not materially affect his 
vision. 
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Virginia 


lowing investigation was conducted by SA 
on October 25, 1971, at Richmond, 


Mrs* 


Jd 7C ^tdvised that* 

JtfARVIN P* RUCKER , "1238^6 1! 


LEWIS FRANKLIN POWElXTuKt , 

RUCKER does in fact reside at 1238 Rofeji je s ay-Roa4 f » 


d that she is personally acquainted wit 
"and she advised that he does in fact reside at 


that he is persona 


that Dr 




Richmond 


Pin 
per so 
she a 
Prest 




TRRirasi 


xn fact reside at 
Richmond. 


at she is personally acq 
d that Mr. 
Glenbrooke Hi 


does 
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investigation was conducted by 
SA^Pmim^on October 26, 1971 at Richmond, 
Virginia : 


Covenant 



Grace 

jytenan unirrcn, Richmond, Virginia, advised 
that LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. is presently a member of his 
church but has never held a position in the church. He 
further advised that he considers POWELL to be a very 
honorable man and one whose character is above reproach. 
Hm^ur t he r stated that as far as he knows, POWELL 
T^^^very able individual and one who is fair and honest. 


stated that he would highly recommend 
POWELL fo^aH?oSKion of trust with the United States 
Government . 
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was conducted by 

Special Agent 

Richmond, Virg5^^^u^?^Ier"7i^^race Convenant Presby- 
terian Church, advised that he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN 
POWELL, JR. for 18 years and consi^^J^m to be a man 
of high caliber in every respect. further advised 

that as far as he was concerned POWELL is an extremely 
individual in anything he sets his mind to. 
further advised he could furnish no derogatory 
uJfonnation concerning POWELL and would highly recommend 
him for a position of trust with the United States Government. 


RH 11979 
GWL/lsw 
1 
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following investigation was conducted by 
"“bn October 26, 1971 at Richmond, Virginia: 


Richmond, formerly an Elder in Grace Covenant PresDyterian 
Church, Richmond, advised he has known LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. 
for 12 years as a church member. He further stated that he 
considers POWELL 'to be a man of the highest integrit^^y^^^^_ 
honesty and one whose character is above reproach. 
further advised that he could furnish no derogatoryHSIrormation 
concerning POWELL. 


Li. t. *. 
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SA 



flowing investigation was conducted by 
on October 26, 1971 at Richmond, Virginia: 


JcG, 


^Richmond, 

formerly an Elder, Grace Covenant PresbyterianCTnirch , 
Richmond, Virginia, advised that he has known ^lU^F. POWELL, 
JR. since 1938, primarily through the church. jBJp further 
advised that he considers POWELL's honesty and integrity above 
reproach and he has never heard it questioned. He further 
advised that he considers POWELL to be fair in his attitude 
toward all people. 


with members 
understands , 
attorney. 




further stated that he has worked closely 
Ir. POWELL's law firm and as far as he 
POWELL is a very conscientious and capable 


advised that he would recommend POWELL for 
a position oi^fie United States Supreme Court because of 
POWELL's background and knowledge of the law and his sincerity. 
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highest esteem ana he ‘would ha?& no reservations concc 
hie recommendation for appointment to the U. S 
Court. He added that many laivyere are members 
congregation and lie has heard nothing of a der 
nature whatsoever from anyone concerning Mr. I 
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Hlchmond , Bplse opal_ oi'i ? 

R5.chmond, adv:.sed SA^mUHUB^n October 27, 197- ^h&t 
ho has known ,EWIS FRAKIOIH POWELL, JIU for some 25 years ana 
he has nothin:; but the highest praise for him and considers 
him above reproach as far as his chars cter, loyalty, 
associates and integrity arc concerned. He said he is one 
of the finest persons ho has evel? la* ova and characterised 
him as a "straight shooter," He feels Mr, POWELL is &n 
excellent choice as appointee to the U. S, Supreme Court 
and would certainly be very moderate and progressive on his 
civil righto stand. He would certainly recommend him for 

+ h<n nnR<f ,B(l SJitr*v*£»reft .7l ifvhl (•.£, 


Bichmond^ 
advised SA 


B First Baptist Church, Richmond, 
i October 27, 1971 he has Known 


\ Mr, L0JXS F^OWELL for the past three years and states 
that he knows absolutely nothing derogatory CohCfeihitig 
this man’s morals, reputation, associates or Integrity,^ 
He feels he is conservative yet open in regards to civil 
rights matters and that he would attempt to further civil 
rights in any way that he could, Ha would personally 
recommend him as an appointee to the U, S» Supreme Court, 
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nia, advised 
ecords indicate 
credit rating. 
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SA 

re 


On October 23, 1971 J f|ii|i|HH||HB@l'Brk^| 
cord^gectioi^^ichmond Poll ce Deparfmen^^iavl s e d^ satfe 
■■■■ hat Richmond Police Department 
cora^conEax^n^ record of arrest for LEWIS FRANKLIN 


POWELL. 


^|^^^|^.dvised that Police Department records 
indicate LOUI^ io<anaLIN POWELL, date of birth March 31* 
1880, address 612 West Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia, 
was arrested June 27, 1934 for failure to obey a stop 
sign - disposition POWELL was sent to driving school. 
LOUIS^FRANKLIN POWELL was arrested November 16, 1956 for 
failure to obey a red light and fined $5.00; arrested 
February 21, 1964 for failure to yield right of way, 
fined $10.00; and arrested June 1, 1965 for wreckless 
driving - this charge was dismissed. 


,lcCo 

>K C 


No other records were found at the Richmond 
Police Department concerning any of POWELL’s other 
relatives. 


On October 25, 1971, 
Chesterfield County S. 

Virginia, advised SA 

County Police Departmen 
concerning LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL 


Sher^^^^^^ 

men^^^rcu^cont 



or 


Dispatcher, 
ChestefITeld County, 
that Chesterfield 
ain no records 
any of his relatives. 
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owing investigation was conducted by SA 
October 25, 1971, at Richmond, 

virginia^^^^^^* 



lighest qualities of character, integrity, and devotion 

M try insofar as LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. , is concerned, 
related that Hr. POWELL has an outstanding record and 
qualified in his opinion for nomination to the United 
States Supreme Court. He further advised that in the area of 
civil rights issues, Mr. POWELL would be considered in the 
mid pofrit^u^zhat he is not an "extremist" in any sense of the 
term. HHjjjVpointed out that this position of Mr. POWELL 
rega^^o 


with re? 


civil rights was most emphatically brought out 


during his tenure as head of the Richmond School Board. 


a Justice 
tion. 





Istated that he would recommend POWELL as 
United States Supreme Court without reserva- 


<* 
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mt 



investigation was conducted by 
on October 26, 1971: 


Land Records, Henrico County Circuit Court, 
were reviewed regarding property located at |l?238 Rothesay 
Circle^ Richmond, Virginia. Records reflect tKat ‘6fie'^ ^ 
deed to the above-mentioned property is located in Deed 
Book 256-B, Page 321. A review of the deed reflects 
that above property was sold to IgSEPHINE MC'®^RUCKER| 
pother- in-law of J LEWIS F. POWELLT'jR.) on May 23, 1933r 
iKis deed contains no restrictive covenants as to race, 
religion, creed, or national origin. 

This property prior to 1942 was located in Henrico 
County. In 1942, the property was annexed to the City of 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Clerk, Richmond Circuit Court, 
made avaiIabTeDeecH5oo^561-A, Page 360.^ A review of the^ 
.above reflects that on December 30, 1954. JOSEPHINE-^ MCV RASf 
JdJQKER gave as a gift to her 'daughter .-iIDSEPl?f NEMU(I^S k^ 
TOWELL v LEWIS POWELL's wifaX, a . onf-hqn: imdivi^d inWre s t 
in the property located at '^38 ^pthe say dir cI^WR ichmond , 
Virginia. This conveyance contained no res tr it:t*Lve covenants, 


158 



Lan^IoraPSH^acquired approximately 515 acres of land from 
theJj^jgnot Development Corporation on July 20, 1971, 

Mr. H^HBadvised the Huguenot Development Corporation 
acquTre^rhe 515 acres of land by deed from four separate 
real estate transactions. Review of present deed and deeds 
of previous grantors reflect no covenants or restrictions 
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which could be considered discriminatory to any person due 
to their race, creed or color. 


>7C 


Mr.J(H^advised that there are no liens out- 
standing agains^tne property held by the Huguenot Land 
Company situated in Powhatan County, Virginia. 
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__ stated ne now owns 

stock in the cooperation, the cooperation in turn 

leases an apartment to him. |H|^^Vad vised about two years 
ago LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., an attorney in Richmond, whom he 
has known about thirty years, purchased stock in the Horizon 
of Delray Beach, Incorporated, and in turn was leased an 
apartment in the c^m^j^ive apartment building operated by 
that cooperation. stated he has no information what- 

soever as to the dee^to the apartment building, as to any 
type of restricting covenants, restricting JJ^^ale of the 
property to anyone because of their race. ad vised 

that frcm his association with POWELL in thepasx he con- 
siders him an individual of the highest character, integrity 
and that he ^yjmat highly respected in the community in which 
he resides. ||H stated that although he does not personally 
have any information concerning POWELL'S legal ability, POWELL 
is reported to be an individual of excellent legal ability, 
and he is a member of a law firm whicy^^_one of the best 
reputations in the City of Richmond. advised that he 

is most pleased POWELL has been nominatecM?y the President 
of the United States as a Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 
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On October 26 , 1971, Mr.jHH^mB Clerk, Clarke 
County Circuit Court, Berryville, V^*gSSi^ratde available 
Docket Number 1269CL, entitled, "CHARLES EVANS HUGHES, 
plaintiff, vs. HARRY F. BYRD, JR., ET AL, defendants" which 
was filed in the Clerk's Office on October 25, 1967. 

This file reflects that one of the defendants in 
this case was LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., Richmond, Virginia. 

The motion filed by the plaintiff contains the 
following pertaining to LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.: 

"I went to his office and asked the 
receptionist to let me see him. She 
said that he was in a meeting but I 
could see his assistant, Mr. PETER 
WARD. I went to Mr. WARD’s office 
and showed him my papers. He said 
that we could the government pay. 

Mr. POWELL held the papers for nearly 
two years and he never did anything 
about the case. Finally, my auditor, 

Mr. FAIRBANKS, went to see Mr. POWELL 
and he said that he hadn't looked into 
the case. I went to Mr. WARD and he 
denied that he ever saw the case. 

Both of them were lying. I expect Mr. 

POWELL and Mr. WARD to suffer for the 
damages and should be disbarred 
the law practice." 

The following demurrer was filed on behalf of 
LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. by his attorney, JOSEPH M. SPIVEY: 
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The defendant, LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., by 
counsel, said that the plaintiff's motion for judgment 
is not sufficient in law and states the grounds of 
demurrer relied upon to be as follows: 


(1.) The motion for judgment fails to set forth 
any facts justifying recovery against this defendant. 


■ (2.) The motion for judgment fails to state any 

duty upon this defendant to the plaintiff or that this defen- 
dant has breached any such duty. 

. , (3*) The motion for judgment fails to state with 

particularity the manner in which the plaintiff has been 
damaged. 


. . . j:c , This ? ase came to he held on March 11, 1968, upon the 
plaintiff s motion for judgment and upon the demurrers of 
LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. and others, and the demurrers were 
sustained by the court and the defendants were dismissed from the 
case. 


The plaintiff m his motion of judgment asked judg— 
merit against the defendants in the amount of $125,318,635.00 
with interest thereon from the date of judgment. 
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ABA, said she has 
years and wofRed closely with him during the period he was 
President-Elect and President. She found him to be a refined 
gentleman of ability, personality, patience, and great energy. 
She never found reason to question his character, personal 
habits, or loyalty to the United States and said he never 
exhibited any prejudice or bigotry. She recommended him 
highly for the position of Justice of the United States Supreme 
Court. 


Mrs. ^supplied the following current list of 
his complete AB^record: 




. • ' ...... 


v.iis,': 
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~" 1 ' * . ,) LEWIS F. POWELL, JR.* ) 

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 
. - 19-41—19 7 1 

% • 

Member, Committee on Bill of Rights, 1941-42; 1949-54 

9 

Member, Associate and Advisory Committee to the Standing Commit- 
tee on Aeronautical Lav/. 1953-S4 

Member, Standing Committee on Aeronautical Law, 1954-55 

Member, Committee on Retirement Benefits Legislation, 1956-57 

Member, Committee on Regional Meetings, 1955-57; 1959-61. Chair- 
man of Committee, 1957-59 

State Delegate, 1955-62 

Member, Resolutions Committee, 1960-61 

Chairman, Committee on Economics of Law Practice, 1959-61 

Member, Committee on Continuing Education of the Bar, 1958-63 

Chairman, Committee on Education about Communism, 1961-62 

Adviser, Special Committee on Education of the Junior Bar 
Conference, 1961-62 

Committee on Research of the American Bar Foundation, 1960-62 
Member, Board of Governors, 1962-63 

Member, Board of Governors Subcommittee on Law Day U.S.A., 1962-63 

Chairman, Board of Governors Subcommittee on Washington Office 

1962- 63 

Member, Committee on Economics of Law Practice, 1962-63 
President-Elect, American Bar Association, 1963-64 
Member, Board of Governors Administi'ati on Committee, 1963-64 
Chairman, Board of Governors Subcommittee on ABA. Medal, 1963-64 

Chairman, Board of Governors Subcommittee on Law Day U.S.A., 

1963- 64 

Member, Board of Governors Subcommittee on President's Speaking 
Engagements, 1963-64 


Lei 

F- 


Member, Board of Governors Subcommittee to ‘Cooperate with the 
Executive Branch of the Government, 1964-65 

President, American Bar Association, 1964-65 

Chairman, Board of Governors Subcommittee on President's Speaking 
E n gage m on t s , 196 4 - 6 5 

Member, Board of Editors, American Bar Associatio n Journal , 

1964-65 

• # 

Member, Committee on Gavel Awards, 1964-65 

Vice-Chairman, ALI-ABA Joint Committee on Continuing Legal Edu- 
cation, 1964-65 

Member, Committee on Minimum Standards for the Administration of 
Criminal Justice, 1965-71 

Member, Board of Directors, American Bar Foundation, 1965-71; Vice- 
President, 1967-69; President, 1969-71 

Vice-President, National Legal Aid and Defender Associa ti.on , 1965-66 

Member, Advisory Committee to the Committee on Education about 
Communism, 1966-71 

Member, Committee on ABA Centennial Commission, 1967-68 
Chairman, Committee on London Meeting, 1967-71 

Member, Advisory Committee to Implement Minimum Standards for the 
Administration of Criminal Justice of the Section of Criminal Law, 

1968- 69 

President and Member of Board of Directors, American Bar Foundation, 

1969- 71 


*Mr. Powell has been a member of the American Bar Association 
since 1934. As President-Elect and President, he served in an 
ex of ficio capacity on the following committees: 

Committee on Effective Administration of Justice 
ALI-ABA Joint Committee on Continuing Legal Education 
Committee on Public Relations 

Committee on Presidential Inability and Vice Presidential 
Vacancy 

Committee on Gavel Awards 

4 ' 




-Lewis F. Powell 

p . 3 




Jr. 



Mr. Powell is a life member of the House of Delegates 
body of the Association, by virtue of his position of 
dent. 


10 / 26/71 


the governing 
Former Presi- 
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Mrs ♦ fl^^Valso supplied from ABA records copies 
of the followin^^fflrcles written and speeches made by POWELL 
as reported in the American Sar Association Journal . and 
various state and college legal publications as ind icated: 


Jd*7C 
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The Relation between the Virginia Court of Appeals and the State 

Corporation X6iiiimssionT'’Ta." ”b.'R7TS': ‘4433-58, "" 571-93, Mr. -Apr. *'33 

The Virginia Prudent Han Rule of Trust Investments. Va. L.R. 34: 102-28 Jan. ‘48 

Contributory Negligence: A Necessary Check on the American Jury 

ABAJ 43: 1005-08, 1061-62 M. 'll 

Three Giants of the Law (Blacks tone, Marshall, Wythe) A3AJ 50: 158-61 F . 64 

Missouri Bar-Prcn-Hall Survey; What is its challenge to the Organized Bar 
ABAJ 51: 148-9 Feb. '65 

• * 

The Risk of Having Mo President. Okls. BJ 36: 354-59 Feb. 27, 196b 

Extending Legal Services to Jndi gents and Low Income Groups. 

La. BJ 13: 11-17 May, 1965 

The Right to a Fair Trial ABAO 51: 534-38 June '65 

An Urgent Need: More Effective Criminal Justice. ABAJ 51:437-40 May '65 

Character Aspects of Admission to the Bar - -Bar- .Examiner 34: 117-19 l 6b 
Address. Neb. L.R. 44: 355-60 Mr. '65 


Respect for Law and Due Process - The Foundation of a Free Society 
U. Fla. L.R. 18: 1-8 Summer '65 

National Conference on Law and Poverty : The Role of the Federal Government, 

T.M. Berry: The Response of the Bar, Powell ABAJ 51: 751-52 Aug. '65 

President's Annual Address: The State of the Legal Profession 

ABAJ 51: 821-28 S’ 65 


Jury Trial of Crimes. W&LLR 23: 1-11 Spring '66 
A Lawyer Looks at Civil Disobedience. W&LLRev. 23: 205-31 Fall '66 

Civil Disobedience: Prelude to Revolution? NYSBJ 40: 172-81 Apr. '68 


Challenge of Crime in a Free Society. Additional Views of 
Powell, et al, to Report of President's Commission on 
Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice - Printed 1267 


Copies of above articles and speeches are submitted as enclosures 
to this report. 
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1* He persuaded organized bar associations (ABA 
and states) to embrace the concept of federal help in pro- 
viding legal assistance to the poor through the Office of 
Economic Opportunity. 


2, During his administration, the ABA concluded 
the Minimum Standards of Criminal Justice Program which set 
standards for all aspects of criminal justice administration, 
e.g v investigations, arrests, trials, sentencing, and post 
conviction appeals in both state and federal courts. This 
project involved more than 100 lawyers and judges and fur- 
nished guidelines for courts and the whole law enforcement 
system. The results were published in 16 reports called 
"Standards of Criminal Justice." 


3. He was principally responsible, about 10 years 
ago, for, the creation of the ABA standing committee on "Educa- 
tion About Communism and Its Contrast with Liberty Under Law." 
He was the first chairman of the committee which is still in 
existence. 


■^^I^Hsaid POWELL has tremendous intellect, highest 
integrity, character, and reputation and good personal habits. 
He added he has the temperament for a judge, is calm and 
"unflappable" and writes with clarity and lucidity. He knows 
of nothing in his background which would conflict with his 
duties as a judge. In his opinion, POWELL would decide cases 
on law and evidence regard less of race, religion, or economic 
status of litigates. As evidence of the latter, he said when 
POWELL was President of the Virginia State Board of Education, 
Virginia adopted a staterwide^sfc boo 1 integration program, , In 
cone lus ion , he said POWELL would ^be one of the great U.S 
Supreme Court Justices. 


known WJWffl^TSce iyoci and said he 
cannot imagine anyone who would make a better U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice. He said he has known many lawyers and judges 
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prejudiced against anyone regardless of race or color* He 
said his intellectual ability and the respect which the 
297 ABA House of Delegates had for him were responsible 
for their apium^^af the ABA's legal services for the poor 
program* To mJ/Km know ledge, there is nothing in his past, 
his charhc ter^o^nTs affiliations which could compromise him 
or conflict with his duties as a Justice of the U.S* Supreme 
Court for which position he highly recommended him* 



Hr. I 

Morris and Axnol 

ABA) , was interviewed by SA unicago regarding 
POWELL. He advised he has known TOWELi^Tor the past 30 years 
socially and professionally. He considers him "one of the 
most outstanding lawyers in the country." He stated POWELL 
possesses excellent command of law and judicial temperament 
and believes he "will take a fair attitude toward civil rights 
issues*" He feels POWELL will follow pr esc r ibet^on^i tut ional 
guidelines with a fair and positive attitude* f^||^Pconsiders 
POWELL to be unbiased in his legal outlook* 


He stated POWELL enjoys the highest character, 
reputation, and associates, and considers him an involved, 
concerned citizen, completely loyal to the United States* 

He advised POWELL is a "very light drinker*" 

He highly recommends POWELL stating "he is as good 
a man as the President could nominate," 
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American Judicature Society 
1155 East 60th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 


Miss 

been a member 
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REFERENCES: 


Bureau teletype to Richmond, 10/22/71. 
Richmond te3_etype to Bureau, 10/23/71. 

WFO' teletypes to Bureau, 10/23/71. 

Richmond teletypes to Bureau, 10/25/71, 
Norfolk teletype to Bureau and WFO, 10/25/71, 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


With 


-RUC- 


n x t u ^^^enc^t^Rurejui teletype, October j 22, 1971, 
r&t 3 furnishing nameflHm^^HH^Hn?ederal Bar Association, WDC, 
ingullXiiSderal Ba^ssociauor^failed to locate or identify 



The file re POWELL at the File Room, Office of the 
Deputy Attorney General, U. S. Department of Justice, was a 

not reviewed. JOHN DUFFNER, Executive Assistant to the Deputy f'\ 

kJ 
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_i£ ^y^^y^^General, advised he delivered this file to Mr. 

ffice, FBI, for review by FBI personnel. 
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LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL. Jr. 


Synofosi 


Character: DEPARTMENTAL APPLICANT 
JUSTICE, 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 


s: No record USDJ Security, Administrative Office U.S. Courts, 
Personnel Office WHO. Records Office WHO shows 8/11/65 
applicant appointed member, President’s Commission on Law 
Enforcement and the Administration of Justice. • Judges, 

U.S. Court of Appeals, U.S. District Court for D.C., D.C. 
Court of Appeals, and Superior Court D.C. comment favorably. 
Attorney’s comment favorably. Virginia Senators recommend. 
U.S. Representatives comment favorably, Black Caucus 
members have no personal knowledge of applicant. Applicant 
admitted to practice before USDC for District of Columbia 
and Supreme Court of the U.S. No record Federal Bar 
Association or Bar Association of the District of Columbia. 
Comments., Bar Association Officials, Federal and District 
of Columbia, favorable. Political leaders not familiar 
with applicant and could not comment. Labor attorney not 
familiar with applicant, interposes no objection to 
nomination. Labor leaders decline comment present time. 
Civil rights leaders'not familiar with applicant, interpose 
no objection to nomination. Unfamiliar to Religious 
Leaders. Membership, Metropolitan Club, National Lawyers * 
Club and Society of Cincinnati, verified. No credit or 
arrests, MPD, U.S, Park Police. CSC record utalized. 

No pertinent, identifiable record HCIS. Department of 
State Passport records set forth. No record U.S. Secret 
Service, library of. Congress, Washington Daily News 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. *t Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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library morgue. Applicant former member of advisory 
committee to 0E0, details set forth. 
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RLJ/cn/hab/ss 

1 


EMPLOYMENT 

U. S. Department of Justice (USDJ) 
..flHlBcaused a search to be made of 


^•'-the files of the SecurityOff ice, Internal Security Division 
USDJ. He was informed on October 26, 1971, that no record 
of the applicant was located. 




WFO 77-94916 
; RLJ/cn/hab 

! I 


! 


Administrative Office, U. S. Courts 

On October 26, 1971, Special Clerkfll^££P£H 
determined at the Records Section, Personnel lTm^Ton^™ 
Administrative Office of the United States Courts, there 
was no record regarding the applicant . 
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1 The White House Office 


The following investigate 
October 22, 1971, by Special Agent 



-b£ 

Jd7C^ 


A search of the records of the. Personnel Office, 
the White House Office produced no record for the appli- 
cant, LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. 


The Records Office of the White House Office con- 
tained the following information concerning LEWIS POWELL, 
JR. : ' 


August 11, 1965 


White House Letter 


Appointed 

Member 


President’s Commission on Law 
Enforcement and the Administra- 
tion of Justice 
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JG> 
Jfl C 


Judge 



advised as follows: 


He has known LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. , for more than 
ten years, but not too well. He last saw Mr. POWELL about 
six months'ago. Judge^HH|was associated with him within 
the American College forTrial Lawyers. He is an exceptionally 
fine lawyer. 


He makes' a fine appearance and has a good personality. 
He has a fine sense of humor. His character, habits and sobriety 
are excellent. He appears to be in good health. He nas a 
reputation both personally and professionally of being a fine 
gentleman and a fine lawyer. His loyalty to his country is 
unquestionable. He is a man of integrity and honesty.] 


i>7C 


He has a good judicia^J:emper ament and is a 
and judicious person. Judge^Uj believes he would be 
objective and fair-minded as a judge. 


well balanced 
' impartial. 


As far as Judge (H^knows Mr. POWELL has nOj extremist 
views, nor is he associated with any racially prejudicjed 
organizations. 


Judge^m^believes that Mr. POWELL would uphold 
the finest traditions of the United States Supreme Court and 
highly recommends him for that Court. 





L. 


WFO 77-94916 
,FFB: CAB 

j 1 District of Columbia Court of Appeals 


>7C 


The following Judges of *th^Distr^^o^Co^3mbia Court 
jaf Anneals, advised Special Agent 
follows on October 26, 1971, concerimigflrTlSwi^f^nPOWELL, 

JR.: 

idvised as follows: 

He ha^never met LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., personally. 
However , Judge fl^Vhas heard through mutual associates and 
friends that Mr^POWELL has the highest typ^of reputation in 
legal circles and the comments that Judge^H^ha^read about 
jhim in the newspaper are very favorabley& Judge^U^has also 
heard through mutual associates that illllf POWELL has raised the 
standards of the American Bar Association in the time he was 
President of this association to a higher level than ever be- 
fore. Judge. has had no opportunity personally to make an}' 
observations concerning him. Judge ^H^liighly recommended 
flir. POWELL for a position in the United States Supreme Court 
and thought he was eminently qualified for such a position 
based on the high reputation he has in the 3.egal community for 
being an outstanding attorney. 


1 / 



i 
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Judge^mm^PmPfadvised as follows: 

He believed he had met Mr. P0V7ELL only once at a 
National Conference on the Jud^^r^» this was 
in the Spring of 1971. Judge^m^has had no opportunity 
v to make any personal observations concerning him but under- 
stands from mutual friends and associates that Mr. POWELL 
Jpic has an extremely good professional reputation in legal circles 

by virtue of the fact that he has been President of the National 
Bar Association and President of the College of Trial Lawyers, 
which positions require eminently qualified persons and due 
to th e fact th at he is an outstanding legal practitioner. 

Judge ^lUPthinks he is well qualified for a position as 
a Justice on the United States Supreme Court and highly recom- 
mends him for such a position. 
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j judge 


advised as follows: 


Re lias had no personal association with Mr. POWELL 
and knows him only by reputation which is very good. He has 
heard nothing derogatory about Mr. POWELL. However, on the 
basis of his limited knowledge concerning him, he do'es not 
feel he is in a position to make any recommendations concerning 
his suitability for a position on the United States Supreme 
court , 
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Judge 


ladvised as 


follows: 


He has never had any personal contact with Mr. 
POUEUJj^^knows him only by reputation. Some lawyers, who 
Judge ^^^Pknows and has conf idenc^in, think highly of 
Mr. POW?Hf*s legal ability. Judgo^|^ however, does not 
feel that he knows him well enough to be in a position to 
make any recommendations concerning his suitability for a 
position on the United States Supreme. Court. 


)cfco 

JcHC 
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JoQ/jSt<L 



advised as follows: 


She has no knowledge concerning Mr. POWELL and 
therefore, is not in a position to make any recommendations 
concerning his suitability for a position on the United States 
Supreme Court. 


WFO 77-94916 
FFBrvrb 

1 

United States District Court for 
the District of Columbia 


Judgej 


f advised as follows: 


He has known Hr. LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. for, 

&= approximately 25 years. Hr. POWELL was connected with 
Jp7C the law f irn^^Hint on , Williams, Gay, Powell, and Gibson 
and Judge fBH^with the law firm of Hamilton and Hamilton 
in Washington, D..C. Hr. POWELL's law firm was one of the 
most outstanding firms of the South. The two firms had 
mutual interests in that they represented the same clientele 
such as railroads, pow^^companies , and banks. Consejquently 
Mr. POWELL and judge JH^^ere in frequent association 
with each other. JudgeJU^has also had a relationship 
with Mr. POWELL in the American Bar Associatior^^L ijn 
the American College of Trial Lawyers. Judge HBphas 
the highest regard for Mr. POWELL as a man and as a lawyer. 
He is extremely knowledgeable in the law and one of this 
most outstanding attorneys in the U.S. j 


)cC=> 

)olC 


He has a very fine appearance. He has a fjLne 
personality and is pleasant and thoughtful. His character, 
habits and sobriety are unquestionable. He appears tp be 
in very good health. He has the highest type of perspnal 
and professional reputation. His loyalty to his counfry is 
outstanding and he is a man of high integrity. , 


He has a judicial temperament. . Judge 
believes that he would be unbiased, objective, and impartial 
in any decisions he mifeht be called upon to make as a Judge. 


There has been no indication to Judge 

that Hr. POWELL has been associated with any racially 
prejudiced organizations nor extremist groupyig^hat he 


r indicated 


himself has any extremist viewpoints. Judge | 

that when the state of Virginia was having serious problems 
with the integration in schools, Mr. POWELL first as President 
of the Richmond, Virginia, Board of Education and lafer as the 


WFO 77-94916 
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President of the State of Virginia, Board of Education in a 
quiet but effective way brought about integration- complianc 
in the State of Virginia. 

ic. Judge stated he would give the 'highest 

Ufc. type of recommenaation to Mr. POWELL for the position of a 
Justice in the U. S. Supreme Court. 


>g 

JolC 


ie. 

&1C 
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^advised as follows: 


He has known LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. for approximately 
30 years, but has seen him only occasionally for the last few 
years. He was a member of Junior Bar Conference of the American 
Bar Association, along with Mr. POWELL many years ago. This 
group was composed of law^gys who were at that time under 36 
years of age. ' JudgeHf has had a frequent association 
with Mr. POWELL and attended meetings with him all over the 
country up to the last few years. He is an outstanding American 
and an extremely competent attorney. 

He is a very quiet person who is very modest, reserved, 
and has a good sense of humor. He makes a good appearance. His 
conduct and habits are unquestionable. He appears jto be in good 
health. He is a man of high personal and professional reputation. 
His loyalty to the country is unquestionable. He is a person of 
sincerity and integrity. j 

He has an excellent judicial temperament and Judge 
P believes he would be fair, impartial, unbiased, and 
oftj ce^i enable in any decision he might make as a jujlge. 

There has been no indication to Judge f^^H^that 
Mr. POWELL has been associated with any racially prejudiced 
organization, nor extremis^groups , nor that he has any 
extremist ideas. Just iceJ^Hlbelieves that the county would 
be very fortunate to have M^POwSLL serve as a Justice on the 
Supreme Court, and highly recommends him for such a position. 



















\ 
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Judgel 


fadvised as follows: 


He met Mr. LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. and had a limited 
association with him when Mr. POWELL was president of the 
American Bar Association. Ke is an outstanding attorney 
an^ias an excellent reputation as a trial attorney. Judge 
H£||£ indicated he had no other observations he could make 
Concerning Mr. POWELL. Based on the information he had 
'received concerni rig Mr. POWELL's excellent reputation as a 
:rial attorney and that he was an outstanding lawyer, 
lie recommended him for the position of Justi ce in the U. S, 
Supreme Court. ; 




If' 

I: 
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Judg 



advised as follows 


has known LEWIS 


POWELL , 


first met 


for approximately 
law. 

P OW ELL n t 

Association of that time. Judge, v . 
POWELL when they were both members of 



Junior Bar Conference of the American Bar Associa 


ition 


which was < 
age. Judg 
since aroun 



that included lawyers under 36 yearjs of 
has not had any contact with Mr. POWELL 


Judge ^jjjjj® considers Mr. POWELL one of the! 
legal men of thesoutn" and of the country. \ 


"top 


Mr. POWELL is slender, dapper, well groomed! and 
makes a fine appearance. He is modest and quiet in his manner, 
but very effective. "He is a Virginia gentleman." H^s has 
a fine personality. His character, conduct, habits, and 
sobriety are impeccable. "He is the epitome of self-restraint . 
and is well disciplined. He seems to be in good health. He 
has the highest type of reputation, both personally arid 
professionally. There is no question of his loyalty to the 
United States. • 


As far as Judge^BJWknows, his judicial temperament 
is of the highest type. Juage^U^ believes that Mr. 

POWELL would be impartial, objective, and fair in any 
decision he might be called upon to make in court. 


There has been no i ndication to JudgeBB^® that 
Mr. POWELL has been associated with any racia Unprejudiced 
organizations, nor extremist gro ups , nor , he, himself, has 


any extremist viewpoints. Judge 



ndicated that iwhen Mr. 
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POWELL was president of the Richmond, Virginia Board of 
Education and later the Virginia State Board of Education, 


he very effectively, but: in a quiet manner , supposed the 
integration in the Virginia schools. Judge id 
he would give the highest type of recommendation to Mr. 


Jc&JbIC- 


POW ELL for the position of justice in the U. S. Court of 


Appeals. 
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_______ 

advi sed that he had 

*tet Mr. POWELL at one or two meetings of the American 
!5ar Association, which Mr. POWELL was presiden^around 
.964-65 , and that mutual associates of Judge m^nd Mr. 
’OWELL had advised Judge that Mr. POWELL had a very 
high reputation in legal circles. Nothing of a^toogatory 
Mature concerning Mr. POWELL has come to Judge ■HHV 
Attention. However, he felt that he did not know Mr. POWELI 
y T ell enough to make a recommendation as to his suitability 
for the U.S. Supreme Court. 




JdG 

Jd7C 
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from information they had received through mutual associates 
in legal circles and through information they had read in 
newspapers and, consequently, were not in a position to make 
any recommendation concerning his suitability for a position 
of justice in the U. S. Supreme Court. They added, however, 
they have ascertained from the abovementioned sources that 
Mr. POWELL had a very high reputation, both personally and 
on a legal basis. 



Judge advi sed that he had only 
met Mr. POWELL on one or two occasions and did not have 
sufficient knowledge concerning him to make a recommendation 
concerning his suitability for a position of justice in the 
U. S. Supreme Court. 


Judge I 

no knowledge concerning Mr, 


advised that he had 


POWELL. 


The above interviews at the United States District 
Court for the Di strict of Columbia w ere conducted on October 
23, 1971, by SAj 




mm 
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Judge 


fadvised as follows: 


He has known Mr. LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. for 'approxi- 

Bar Association . ^Mr POXJELL was always very willing jind 
available to consult with Judge HB|on any matter , . 
was always ready to give counsel where such counsel Mas 
sought. He is understanding in his knowledge of law |and xs 
a very capable attorney. He quickly gets at ^ the heart of an 
issue and is ready to offer constructive advice, where such x 

sought. 

He makes an excellent appearance and has a “wonderful 
personality. His character, habits, and sobriety are tffimpeach-^ 
able His health seems to be very good. He has a high reputation 
both' personally and professionally. His loyalty to hjis country . 
is unquestionable. He is a man of integrity and honesty. 

Judge H|has also been associated witblfc. POTffiLL 

in the American College of Trial Lawver^^_^ u ^ S e 
never seen Mr. POWELL angry. • Jddg JBHBhelieves that . 
POWELL has a fine judicial temperament anS that he would be fair,^ 
w- objective, \ impartial, and unbiased m any decision he might 
“k make as a judge. - 


tflC 


There has been no indication to Judge 
Mr. POWELL has been associated with any racially prejudiced 
organizations, nor extremist groups, nor that he has any 
extremist vi ewpo int s . 
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Judge UKKi highly recommended Mr. POWELL as a 
Justice with the United States Supreme Court and indicated 
he knows of no one, at the present time, more qualified to 
serve on it. 
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1 HHHHHB re commended h'im for a position as Justice 
on the Un^ec^Ste^es Supreme Court. 

* 
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1 INTERVIEW OF ATTORNEYS 


Jo£> 

JSfC. 


3dQ 

bid 


Attorney with the lav? firm 

of Evans, DoI^nS^Staffordand Webber, 666 11th Street, 

N.W., Washir^^^J^£^^jas interviewed on October 26, 

1971, by ^mm^and advised the following: 

r 

fillet LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. on one or 
two occasions while attending conferences at the White 
House under the Kennedy Administration. He further advised 
that other than hearing about the applicant he does not 
know him personally. By following some of the applicant's 
activities he considers him to be an outstandineyUw^i 
with very good- judicial temperament . A1 1 houghHUHf 
had never been in court with the applicant he tendedj to 
believe that POWELL would be in charge and does not jbelieve 
that his fellow lawyers would question the applicant;. 

j 

He knows of no reason to question the applicant's 
character, associates, loyalty or reputation. He hajs 
never heard the applicant give a lecture and he has never 
talked to the applicant except in informal conversation. 

He believes that the law practice that the applicant! is 
engaged in is basically a civil practice involved v^th 
large corporations. The applicant, to the best of 
knowledge, has an outstanding reputation both persons 
and professionally. He knows of no racially prejudiced 
organizations that the applicant belongs to nor does; he 
think that the applicant is racially prejudicpd in 
outlook of the law. He stated the applicant is definitely 
not a racist and that he is a fair minded person. 

Mr. |Hm|stated he would recommend the applicant 
for a Federal District Judgeship since any decision made 
could be appealed. He stated that he did not want to 
recommend the applicant for the Supreme Court because 
"these qre nine men who make the final decision and I 
don't want to recommend anyone who I do not know very 
thoroughly and very personally." 
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He considers applicant's personal character to be 
above reproach and commented favorably regarding applicant's - 
character, loyalty, integrity and associates. Applicant 
has a very pleasing type personality, is an immaculate dresser 
and presents a good appearance. He has known applicant to . 
have an occasional drink, however, has never seen him intoxi- 
cated. .He considers applicant to be in good physical condi- 
tion and has never heard of him being ill. He has nothing but 
praise for applicant's wife and children. He enjoys an 
excellent professional and personal reputation. 

He considers applicant to be highly qualified for 
the position for which being considered due to his excellent 
judicial temperament. He is the type of individual that does 
not fly off the handle and is very mild mannered. He con- 
sidered applicant to be fair, impartial, unbiasedand truly 
objective. He is considered to be completely ethical in all 
of his undertakings. 

Applicant is a member of many legal associations 
to include past President of the American College of Trial 
Lawyers and the American Bar Association. He is also a 
member of the American Bar Foundation and is believed to be 
a member of the Virginia Country Club in Richmond, Virginia. 

He has no knowledge of applicant belonging to a racially 
prejudiced type organization. He has not engaged in any 
conversation with applicant regarding the issue of civil 
rights, however, applicant is believed to have been a member 
of the Board of Education of Richmond, Virginia, and assisted 
in school integration which was accomplished in a smooth 
orderly fashion. Applicant is believed to be a member of 
the Democratic Party, however, he believes that applicant 
would vote the way he thought, regardless of political 
affiliation. The extend of applicant's activities in the 
Democratic Party is not known. 

Applicant is unqualifiedly recommended for the posi- 
tion of Associate Justice of the Supreme Court and is superbly 
qualified due to his education, temperament, ability and 
knowledge of the law. He considers applicant to be one of 
the great lawyers of the United States, and the President 
made an excellent selection in selecting the applicant, who 
is completely qualified in every way. 
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Attorney, 
Associ ation of 
hat 
enty 
n the 


stated that the applicant had a superb 
knowledge law in general, and specifically in the field 

of corporate and civil law. He has only seen the applicant 
speak on one o.ccasion and although he found him to be a not 
too stimulating speaker, the applicant was interesting, well 
organized and was able to present his point of view well. 

The applicant has been principle^^yivolved in the practice 
of corporate and civil law, andfl|^U^pStated that he is not 
aware of the applicant’s extent o^court room appearances and 
has never seen him in a court trial. 



^^^^^jtated that the applicant has a fine personality, 
and althouglTn^LS basically reserved, he is a very amiable 
individual. He always dresses well, and presents a dignified 
amWjonservative appearance, and appears to be in good health. 

■■■I advised that he is .iot familiar with the applicant’s 

but has met his wife who appears to be a charming lady. 

The applicant's character, associates, reputation, and loyalty 
are above question* 


stated that although it is difficult to 
determine whs^^type of judicial temperament an individual 
might have, 'he believes that the applicant would be a fair 
and impartial judge due to the fact that in the past, the 
applicant has shown that he is influenced by solid legal 
argument rather than by personal opinion. The applicant's 
professional ethics are beyond question. 
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^stated that the only organizations which the 

applicant is a member of, to the best of his knowledge, is the 
American Bar Association and Washington and Lee University 
Board of Trustees. Hie applicant belongs t^n^racially 
prejudicedorganizations and, to the best of m, knowledge , 
is not politically active. 

A^faras the applicant’s views on civil rights are 
concerned, stated he appears to be moderate in that on 
one occasion concerning school bussing in Virginia, he took 
a stand against it, since it was not practical. He in general 
appears to consider individual civil rights questions on their 
own merits and does not apply general rules to all such questions 

stated he would highly recommend the; applicant 
for the position of Supreme Court Justice without reservation. 



35 



0 77-94916 
C : tah 


On October 26, 1971, Mr 


ruicj 


as an vino 


lect 
e la 
er a 


nr as a person or 
ical and extensiv 
e applicant as an 
an outstanding writer 
locations* 




e applicant have know; 
ty and that he knows 
life* From this 
concluded that the 
ions for this 
reliable and 
advised that the 
and is fair and 


ough he 


ot seen the 
plicant is in 
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’that the applicant was dedicated to upholding the laws of 
the United States and would be fair and unbiased in 
I interpreting the Constitution of the United States. 
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fsaid the applicant does not belong to any 
racial prejudiced organizations and respects the rights 
of others. He said the applicant believes in equal rights 
and opportunities to every American. Politically, the applicant 
votes for the man he believes can do the best job, regardless 
of the party. 


position o 
Government 



^^recommended the applicant for the highest 
rust and confidence within the United Stktes 
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Bar Association of the District 
;olumbia, was contacted and advised that he has known the 
ipplicant for 35 years and considers him to be a fine person. 

Mr stated the applicant is one of the most 

dmired attorney!^^^M;he United States and considers the 
Applicant’s knowledge and intelligence of ' the law outstanding, 
stated the applicant's writing and speaking ability is 
Considered excellent. The app^^an^has practiced in the 
general and civil fields. Mr . ^^^HHVstated the applicant 

) /as formerly president of the American College of Trial 
sawyers and believes the applicant to possess an outstanding 
ibility in trial procedures. 


Mr . stated the applicant possess 

ippearance an<^^/ery pleasant ngrson^^y. The^ygn^^an 
lealth status is unknown to Mr.flHHjjH^ 

:nows of no physical defects wh:u?E^oula prohibx^hil^^ 
serving a long and successful term. 


an 


excellent 
t 's 


He stated the applicant has a lovely wife and four 
children; three married daughters and one son attending 
college. The applicant possess an outstanding reputation, 
both personal and professional. The applicant is of unquestionable 
honesty, integrity and loyalty to the United States. 

Mr * stated the applicant possess a remarkable 
temperament. Jtf^sxErted the applicant is fair, impartial, 
unbiased and objective in his court decisions. The applicant's 
professional ethics are also unquestionable. 

Mr «m^m^stated he did not know the full extent 
of applicant ’^part^^-pat ion in professional and civic 
organizations inasmuch as the applicant has resided in the 
Richmond, Virginia, area. The applicant does not belong to 
any racially prejudice organizations. The applicant possess 
an oJyect^ve and scholarly view on civil rights issues. 
Mr.Jl^mVstated the applicant described himself as being 
an Incepenaen^Democrat and the only known political activity 
known to Mr.^BIHp^was when the applicant acted as manager 
of HARRY BYRD^TR^s campaign. 
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Mr .^^H|HVstated he has discussed the Presidential 
appointment o^tn^applicant to the Supreme Court with several 
friends and colleagues and everyone seems to be delighted 
with the appointment. 


Mr .^Hm^^Vstated he could not comment as, to the 
identities of attorneys who have opposed the applicant or 
who have served with him as co-counsel and that this infor- 
mation would be better known to the applicant's Richmond 
associates. 
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Bar Membership and Associations 



JtC, 
Ml C 


On October 26, 1971, SC a 

search to be made of the files of tn^roXlowin^organizations 
concerning bar membership and no record was found for the 
applicant: 


District of Columbia Bar Association 
Federal Bar Association 


On October 26, 1971, SCfl^m^was informed the 
records of the below-listed organ^^^ns disclosed the 
following information concerning the applicant. 

The files of the Lawyers Register, U.S. District 
Court for the District of Columbia (USDCDC), revealed he was 
admitted to practice law in the District of Columbia, on 
June 22, 1966. 

The records of the Supreme Court of the United 
States disclosed he was admitted to practice before this 
court on March 30, 1936 and is in good standing. 


lie 


On October 26, 1971, SC m reviewed the file 
concerning the applicant at the Committee on Admissions and 
Grievances, USDCDC, which revealed he applied for admission 
to practice law in the District of Columbia on April 6, 1966. 
The results of inquiries made by the committee in April, 

1966 were favorable. The file contained no additional per- 
tinent information. 
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The; foll^ wjj/g investigation we s conducted by 
on October 26, 1971: 

* * 

Federal Bar Association Officials 



^Government end Member, 

3 cal Ch ap t erf* Federal Bar Association, 
Roomf^^^ Di strict Building , * advised that he does not know LEWIS 
F. POWELL, JR. persona^j^but as far as his professional 
reputation is concernedMU^^couWl pose, no objection to 
the applicant’s nominat^n^^m^ further advised thjat he con- 
siders the applicant to be an exceptional jurist whose legal 
qualifications, personal qualities, and general' knowledge of 
the law will make him a dominant figure in the Supremie Court. 



Attorney , I 

^Judicial Selection Committee, Washington, Dj,C., Local 
w.iapter, Federal Bar Association, advised that he hasj knovm LEWIS 
F. POWELL, JR, for approximately 15 years, mainly through American 
Bar Association functions. He stated that the applicant, in 
his opinion, is fully qualified as far as his intelligence and 
legal ability is concerned. The applicant is a good jwritor 
end speaker, and always presents his point of view cljearly and 
concisely. He has had most of his legal experience in the field 
of corporate lav;, and therefore, his courtroom appearances have 
not been frequent, particularly in .the Washington, D.C. area. 

advised that the applicant always presents 
a dignified and reserved appearance, and has a youthful and 
healthy bearing. As far as his integrity, honesty and loyalty 
is concerned, there is no question. 


r The applicant has always been the type of lawyer who 
believes that the only standard by which a case should be tried 
is through law and evidence end that personal convictions should 
not be considered. His temperament has always been cine of pa- 
tience and thoughtful consideration. 


'43 


Jb£ 
>7C i 





> 


FFO 77-94916 


^further stated that the applicant belongs 
:o no racially prejudiced organizations and that his political 
flews have always been moderate in that he looks at .each in- 
iividual case objectively, and without pre-consideration. 

stated he would highly recommend the 
applicant and that in his opinion no better individual than 
the applicant cou].d have been nominated for the Supreme Court. 
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without regard to the ethnic, political or 'economic back- 
ground of those appearing before- him in a court of law* He 
is one also unbiased and without prejudice in his contacts 
w^h a wide variety of persons in his private life* 

^1 knows of no unfavorable information concerning the 
applicant's character, associates, reputation or loyalty* He 
continues to endorse him to the bench of the United States 
Supreme Court* 


advised the Senator 


had cl 


organx 
has tr 
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He knows of no unfavorable information concerning the appli- 
cant' s character, associates, reputation or loyalty « He 
recommends him to the bench of the United States Supreme 
Court without reservation or reserve of any kind* 
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viewed by 
vided the 
POWELL, JR. 



was inter- 
and he pro- 
regarding LEWIS FRANKLIN 


He has been acquainted with applicant for the past 
six years in the District of Columbia. Applicant, as Presi- 
dent of the American Bar Association provided invaluable 
assistance in the drafting of the 25th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution which was presented to the House of Representa- 
tives by the interviewee . He has had limited social contact 
with applicant at Bar Association type functions, however, 
he is not acquainted with applicant’s family. 

He considers applicant to be highly qualified for 
the position of Associate Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court 
due to his great legal ability and experience'. Applicant is 
highly intelligent and extremely knowledgeable of the law and 
procedures. He has had a wealth of experience in the prac- 
tice of law. Applicant has an excellent speaking ahd writing 
ability as evidenced by the fact that some of the waitings 
and speeches of applicant have been read into the Congressional 
Record by the interviewee. In the past, applicant fias engaged 
in corporate law and a general law practice. He considers 
applicant to be more of an office lawyer as opposedj to being 
a trial lawyer. He has never had the opportunity tb practice 
for or against applicant in a court of law and has hot observed 
applicant in a court of law. ! 


i 

He considers applicant's personal characteristics 
to be above reproach and without question. He is truly a 
gentleman ahd a scholar in every respect. He presents a 
very impressive appearance and his conduct is above reproach. 
He may have an occasional cocktail, but he is considered to 
be a very temperate person. Applicant’s physical condition 
is not known,’ however, is not aware of applicant having any 
physical problem. Applicant’s personal and professional 
reputation are rated excellent and he considers applicant to 
be a very dedicated family man. Applicant subscribes to 
high professional ethics and his honesty, integrity and 
loyalty to the U. S. are above reproach. 
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He considers applicant to be a living definition of 
judicial temperament. Applicant, in the opinion of interviewee 
is the type man ,! I would want to judge rae' ! . He considers 
applicant to be extremely fair, impartial, unbiased and 
objective. He has no reason to question applicant's profes- 
sional ethics and applicant has helped to write some of the 
American Bar Association Canons. 

It is not known what organizations applicant belongs 
with the exception of the usual bar associations. It is 
unknown whether* or not applicant belongs to any racially 
prejudiced type* organizations , but it is very doubtful. He 
is not aware of applicant having any specific views on the 
various civil, rights issues . Applicant is considered to be a 
Democrat in his political affiliation, but an independent 
in his conduct. He recommends applicant without any reserva- 
tion at all for an appointment as an Associate Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the United States. He was very delighted 
when he heard that the President had selected a man of 
applicant's talents, stature and abilities. Applicant is a 
Virginia lawyer with national and international abilities 
and reputation as a lawyer. 
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Attorney at Law, Room ^ 

ighington, D. C. , advise 

ig October 27, 1971, that 
:ormerr^^5n^ec^?rlffe^!!epresentativG from the State 
He has known the applicant for approximately 
:en years solely on a professional basis. He considers appli- 
cant to be' a very honest, stable, and mature individual, and 
one who is extremely well respected in the State of Virginia. 

The applicant is a brilliant person who is exceptionally well 
versed in the law,* He is a very fair individual. The • applicant 
has a reputation of being an outstanding attorney and his law 
firmis considered to be one of the best in Virginia.! The 
applicant was formerly President of the American Bar Association 
and has been affiliated with various committees in th^^jarican 
Bar Association. The applicant is considered by Hr.|fl|^Vto 
be a spokesman for very sound and reasonable views oblational 
security policies and this is shown through his work in the 
American Bar Association. He believes that the applicant 
arrives at his position on different problems by very j sound 
and stable reasoning. \ 


Hr.H^further continued and stated that !he has 
never observed the applicant as a practicing attorney,' but the 
applicant's reputation is outstanding in this field. jHe considers 
the applicant to be a person of excellent character arid reputation 
and he has had no reason to doubt his loyalty to the United 
States. He very highly recommended applicant for the iposition 
of Justice with the Supreme Court of the United Stated*, and he 
consid.era' this to be an outstanding selection made by , the 
President. He believes that the applicant will make an out- 
standing Justice and will be a credit to the Supreme Court. 
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